/-

The International Eastern Star Temple

at

In July, 1919, at the Hineteenth Triennial Assembly of the General (rand
Chapter held in Seattle, a resoluticn wus introduced te formulate plans for an
International Eastern Star Temple. Later, 1934, the Twenty-first Triennial Aesembky
held in Tampa, adopted a resolution which provided for the selection of a Temple
Committee.

This committee, headed by the Most Worthy Grand Matron, Most Werthy Grand
Putron, Rignt Worthy (Ora d Truetees and four Most Worthy Grand Matron Appointees,
lost no time in aelecting and securing the Ferry Belmont Mansion in Washington, D.C.

JAr. Belmont, & laster :.ason, felt the Order of the Eastern Star would retain
the beiduty of the mansion so dear to his heart, and was very cooperative in the
settlement of the property.

The building was completsly inspected and all necessary repairs and alterations
were made in order to assure safety and preserve ths beauty of the lovely mansion.
Today its magnificence is admired by all who visit it. Every member of the Eastern
Star who hapn't seen this lovely Temple should never viait Washingten, D.C., with-
out going through this spacious landmark.

A continuation of the plan originated in 1919 to ask sach menber of the Order
to contribute $1.00 until sach member has made an investment of that amount and
has become a part owner of the Temple is carried om by the Meost Worthy Grand Matroa.

The site of this builiing 4es most outstanding as it has a street or avenus on
each of ite four sides. It is surrounded by ewbassies, legations and national
headquarters making it possible for many visitors from other countries to see and
know that the Stur of the Fast shede its rays on all smnkind.

The entrance or lobby lmnediately impresses the visitor. Its wallas of Cain
stone mined in France wam brourht here at an expense of $75,000 when the wmansion
wiug built. The halls and corridors are lighted with & lantern of bronse and
gold finish.

The priceless records, statistics, and history of our Order are stored here
with the proper care. Some of the most valuable ones are stored in fireproof vadlts.
The offices of the Ripht Worthy Crand Secretary and Ri-ht Worthy Orand Treasurer
are ltioused here,

The mugaive recepti.n hall contains an oil portrait ¢f Robert Morris, the
founder of our Order. The lovely marble floor is adorned by an embossed Chineae
rug, 18 feet amyuire, with the Star and Bublerd beautifully designed. It was made
in Peicing, C ina, by the Fette Rup Corpany whose rugs were of the finest tur—bize
Blwewt in the world. The value of this rug cannot be esti.ated since such fine
wool and workmanship would ne difficult to obtain. It was presented to the fleneral
Orand Chapter by four chapters of the Canal Zone.

The library with its exquisite inlaid bookcase, and the Treasure Room with
ita wany fine pieces of hand embroidery and historical cellectiong ars most
interesting and make a lastisg impression,

The ball room with brocade covered walls and hand-carved oak trim, parquetry
floor, crystal chandeliers, skylight and ornamental maniel lend much to the mage
nificence of the architecture. Its rug is of the finest, being a seui-antique
OQushak Turkish, -
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The chapel signifies harmony and reverence. The walls of a rich gray with
gold leaf trimmings, plass doors extending from ceiling to floor, ornamental
moulding with burnished gotd medalliona, rich red satin upholsiered furniture
with drapes to match casts a saesred reflaction befitting our wonderful Order. The
mellow tones of the carefully selected organ add much te any service held in the
chapel. The FPersian rug is one of the rare patterns absolutely impossible teo
duplicate today, and is over 85 years old, selling at one time for $9,500.

The Chineme Room has veen furnished by members of the Lastern 8tar living in
China. Teakwood tables, exquisite tapestriss, camphor-woed chest and brass incense
burner, Damask drapes of Chinese blue and gold, temple jars, Chinese percelain
and paintings artistically arranged in this lovely room is admnirsd by everyons.

The State Dining Room with its lovely handquet table, S5X18 feet is outstanding.
The hand-carved marble door and window casings, marble floor and wainscoting are
in keeping with the stately atmoaphere of the room and its mantel over 800 years
old was brought to this country from and old European Palace.

The Fa:ily Dining Roown contains wany of the former owners'! choice furnishings.,
Among; them are the hand-carved table, china cabinet and thirty chairs with velvet
cushions, a silver service known as a “Lazy Susan," a flat silver service of 205
pieces and other articles tused by the renowned Delmont family. A member of a
Chapter in Virginia painted tie syiboli sl uural ceiling. Evidently his brush
was gulded by an artistic hand for s:ich beauty is rarely found.

Beauty reigns in the Drawing Room us only the finest French hand-painted
panels, French cabinets arxi furniture &nd gold brocade hangings are found.

In the Honor Rell Room larye cabinets contain the name of each (rand Chapter

and the name and number of each Chapter contributing an ameount equal to one dollar
per membar. The International Eastern Star Temple 1s your Temple. The dollars
contributed will po into & fund to maintain and assure sach membsr that t is
Temple shall fulfill the purpose for which it was dedicated. From & mansion to

& hallowed Temple is spumbolic of the sacred touch the Order of Eastern Star adds
to human lives.

Visit your Temple when in Waghington, D.C., and enjoy the sturdiness of
structure, the elequence of furnishings, the artistic arrangements and lastly
the fraternal atmosphere that dwells therein.

(This article prepared by Mre. Juanita [ bush of Washington, D.C. was
capied from the Fastern Stur Magazine of June 1948)



