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THE WIDOW AND THE “NICHT TEMPLAR

There is ne more beautiful picture of quiet home life in all literature than this
pastoral ballad, this inimiteble love lyrie of the Beck of Ruth, Ite very simplicity
constitutes its grandeur. Every incident is depicted with vivid realismg seme pertions
are surcharged with intense pathos; here we become familiar with the quaint marmmers
and custems of a bygone ape. iHere we learn of woman's devotion, and of man's honor
and trustworthiness.

The characters of Boag and Ruth stand out against the background of the world's
histery with startling vividness., The farmer of Bethlehem towers a prince among men,
pire and chaste 83 s woman, his loyalty to homor amd rectitude ere uasurpassed. The
very name of the little Moabltish widow has become synormymous with beauty and purity.

In the days when the Judges ruled Israel, the land of Palestine was laid waste by
famine, Elimelech of Bethlehem tock his wife, Nsomi, and his 2 sons, Chilion and
Mahlon, and went cut intc the land of Moab seelking sustenance, The sons married women
of that land, and these daughters of Mcab were true and faithful - hear the words which
the aged Naowl spoke to them as they steod at the parting of the way. Fer, after the
lapse of 10 years, Elimelech and his 2 sons had died, and Naemi, being bereft of husband
and soens, and having heard that God had visited His people in giving them bread, srose
te return to her own land, Her 2 daughters-in-law, having loved these young Buphrathites,
these strangers from a strange land, they loved their memory still, and tenderly cherishe
ed the weman whe had given them birth; so they both arose to go with her into the land
of Judah, But the elder woman entreated them, "Go, return each to her wother's housej
the Lord deal kindly with you, as ye have dealt with the dead and with me.* Happy is
the woman whe has sueh an encomium proncunced upon her by the mother of her dead husband,
No higher proof could be given of duty well done, They lifted up their voices and wept,
after being again entreated Orpah kissed her mother-inelaw and turned back to her own
land and her own people, and we never hear of her again., But Ruth's affection rose to
the sublime height of remunciation, "Entreat me not to leave thee, or to return from
following after thee; for waither thou goest I will go; and where thou lodgest I will




lodge; thy people shall be my pecple and thy Ood my God; where thou diest, will I die,
and there will I be buried, . . . " her confidence strengthens with her confessicn,
and she lays firm hold on Jehowah, the Uod of Isracl, and by fa th she becomes a true
daughter of Abraham and boldly tekes the old Jewish cath - "the Lord do so to me, and
mere also, if ought bubt death part thee and me."

¥Whe sould rencunce such devetion, such abanden of love » not the bereaved and lonely
Neoml, So they 2 went wntil they came to Bethlchem, And a1l the city wes moved ebout
them, and they sald: "Is this Nacmi™ And she said, "Call me not Naomi, or Pleasant,
bntuzl_m Mara, or Pitter, for the Almighty has dealt very bitterly with me, I weut
out full, but the lord hath broucht me heme again empty.," The bearing of ehildren was
mush coveted under the 01d Testament dispensaticn, when women might hope that from seme
cmwtm;msmaquwmmmm. Hence Naomi felt
trebly afflicted when her emtire posterity was cut off,

The younger woman alse had suffered; frem her own people she could hope for rothing,
Ne promise had been given themy divine revelation came through the Hebrews; and from
her youthful hushand she had hesvrd of Ged's Jdealings with Hic chosen pecple. Who
kmows, but 2e she listened te the wonderful story of the promised Messiah, hope sang a
low, sweet song in her own heart; et any rate she had learned through assceiaticn to
love the God of Ierael, and when her husband wac taken from her, she ¢lung to his
mother with £ilial devotion and Neomi loved her with 2114 a mother's tenderness.

They reached Bethlchem in the begiming of barley harvest, and Ruth glesned barley
after the respers in the fields of Bcas. As Boas locked over the field of busy workers,
hs quick eye detected the stranger, and in snswer tc his inquiry he wes told the stery
of Euth, Mhuuﬂwm,'mmt_toghminamtwm,mitMgefrm
hence; but abide here fast by my maidens, and when thou art athirst go umte the veseels
and drink.,” ¥he n the young girl expressed surpriee at his kindness to a stranger he
snswered, "It hath fully been shewed me, all that thou hast done wunto thy mother-inelaw
since the death of thine hushand: and how thou hast left thy father and thy mother,

and the lend of thy nativity, and art come untc a people which thou knewest not hereto=
fore. The lovd recompense thy work, and a full reward be given thee of the Icrd God of




Israel, under whose wings thou art come to trust,” He invited her to partake of their
noonday mealy and she sat beside the reapers, and Boaz himself waited upon her at the
table,

When night came she took up her gleanings and went into the city unte her mother-ine
law, She told Naomi all the experience that had befallen her during the day, and said,
¥the man's name for whom I wrought was Boas." Then her mothereinelaw answered, "The
man is of mear kin wnto us, one of our next kinsmen,"” By this statement she hoped to
avalken Ruth's interest in the man, for scecrding to the Jewish law, when a man died and
left no ¢hild, his next of kin should redeem his land, marry his widow and raise up
children wnte his kinsman, that his name be not cut off from ameng his peeople.

When the harvest vas ended and it was known that Boaz would be wimmowing barley that
night in his threshing floor, Nacmi (being well versed in 21l the Jewish customs)
anxamtmmmaommwmummm. The
younger woman answered, "All that thou sayest unte me, I will do." Se she washed and
ancinted herself and put on her raiment and went,

Vhen Boaz had eaten and drunk, and lsid down to sleep at the end of the heap of corn,
she erept into the reom, and laid down softly at his feet, Was she afraid? Nol Possibly
she had experienced fear and apprehension as she traveled the road alone, but now that
she had reached the threshing floor, she knew herself to be in the presence of one who
would protect her frem all dmger. Trust any woman within whose heart the Spirit of
God dwells, to Imow on whom she ¢en depend, .

Remenber Ruth was no novice, her experience had given her wisdom; this was no convent
reared girl, ignorant of life and its mysteries. She had talked with Beaz, had eaten
with him, had looked into his face and possibly had traced there seme resemblance to the
one she had loved and leost, She had read the man's soul by the light of her own heart's
purity, ard the word she found written ¢ ere was "honor",

About midnight the men swoke, and he was afraid, startled to find 2 woman lying at his
feet, and he demanded sharply, "Who /art thou™ She answered quietly, "I am Ruth thine
handmaids wtmamwm}tmm-m;rwmuMamnm.ﬂ

Then it was the true nobility of the man 's cheracter was display. Oh, my brothers,




Boaz wae a Templar| He may never have sworn on bended kmee in the presence of the
knights in sclemn conclave, that "he weuld wield his sword in defense of imnocent
maidens, destitute widows, and helpless orphans® but no truer knight ever "leveled
lance or led a charge.” And the bammer over him, though invisible, had inseribed on
its fold, "In Hoe Signo Vinces" and the same sign was engrqved upon the man's soul,
To the young widow of Mahlonm, he answered, "Blessed be thou of the Iord, my daughter,
for thou hast shown more kindness in the latter end than at the begimming, inasmch as
theu followest not young mem, whether poor or rich," As much as to say, "It was very
gracicus of you, Ruth, when you accepted the hand of Mahlon, it is even more richteous
of you to prove your willingness to accept his middle-sged linsman and thus fulfill the
law of Jehovah,"

This "spreading of the slkirt® was just as sacred as when your father and mine placed
the ring upon owr mother's hand and plighted the solemmn troth, And God Himself honors
the custem by making use of it to illustrate the tie between Himself and His people.
Hear Him saying to Jerusalem His chosen: "I locked upon thee, and I spread my skirt over
thee; yea, I swear unto thee, and entered intc a covenant with thee, and thou becamest
mine,"

So this mighty man of wealth, this Prince of the House of Elimelech, swore unto the
little Moabitish widow and entered into covenant with her saying, "There is @ nearer
umtmz,muuunmmmtwmm'smwmmwufa.w
will I do the part of a ki sm an to thee, as the lLord liveth,"

Then she lay down and slent as soundly and as safely as if she had been under her own
father's roof, But with the true spirit of lmighhood which would proteet the woman he
loved even frem the shadow of suspieien, Boas awoke her before it was light and piving
her a generous present of barley (a present, in that lately faminestricken land, meve
precicus than gold) sent her sway unto her mother-in<law,

Then he calldd together the elders of the eity and the Iinsman of shom he had spoken,
and sald unto the kinsman in the presence of the elders: "Neomi has come out of the

mdm»wnzmaamummﬂmwmm-a,um
wilt redeem the land, redeem 1%t; if not tell me, for there is none to redeem it besides




thee, and I after thee.,* The kinsman said, "I will redeem it.," Then said Boaz, "What
day thou buyest the fiz2ld of the hand of Naoml, thou must buy it also of Ruth the
Moobitess, the wife of the desd, to raise up the name of the dead upen his inheritance,"
Now the Jewlsh historiah tells us that the near kinsman, having a wife and children of
his own, had to walve his right in favor of Beaz. So Boas tock Ruth and she became his
wife, and in course of time the Iord gave them a son., Then the women said to Naomi,
®Blessed be the lord, which hath not left thee this dsy without a kinsmen that his name
may be famous in Israsl, for thy davshter-in-lsw, which loveth thee, and is better to
thee than 7 sons, hath born him,®

Thus we see, that though Ruth was of another race and nation, yet for her constancy
and trust in Jehovah, she was exalted to the high station of Ancestress to Kind David
and to "Great David's CGrester Son" « the Messiah,

My sisters, may the fidelity of this heroine of our Order, to the petty cares and
trisls of every day life give us 2 more exalted comoeption of our daily houscheld duties,
May our loyalty to God and owr loved ones be 28 firm as hers,

My brothers, may you at 211 times prove as worthy of trust as was Boas., May your
lives be such that God will delight to honor you, ever remembering His own statement,
"Them that honor Me I will hener,®

May the lord "spread His skirt" over us all, may He cover us with the mantle of His
love, and msy membership in this Order mean honor and integrity in manhood, beauty and
purity in women,




