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RUTH - vRPAR

In the study of the Book of Ruth, there is a tendency to
gloss over the tremendous contributicn which is made by the “"other"
danghmaruia?iaw. Orpah. The unfailing loyelty of Ruth is contrasted
by the uncaﬁtain devotion of Urpah. The self sscrificing nature of
Ruth becomgﬁxmore lovely when contrasted with the selfl consideration
of Orpsh. . The following article shows how the story of Ruth is ea~
hanced by the dexterous interweaving of a comtresting element, Orpah.

Let us now consider ¢t ne story of Ruth to discover what gualities
of contrast exiset that highlight this unsurpsssed classic idyll in
the realm of the world's literature.

When Neomi , sdvanced in years, decided to leave tbe lancl of
Moab, she was living with both of her daughters-in-law, Urpab and
Ruth. Neomi longed to leave bhe land where she had sustained the
tragic loss of her husbend and both of her sons. Wkore than anything,
Baomi wished to return to her childhood howe, to the comfort of her
former friends, and to the solace of & community which shared her .
own  religious convicvions. ¥e must remember that nob only wag Moab
& country of different social custors, but is suffered slso Ifrowm an
idol=worshipping, child-sacrificing reiigious cult that dominated
the whole comnunity.

Actually, a full understanding of this psrticular point
pernits a gresber appreciation for the story of Ruth. Before Orpah
and Rth could marry the Hebrew Chilion and Mahlon, it was necessary
that they give up the barbarism of their native religious beliefs.

It was necesssary that they becowe converts. Both had done tnia.”Parl
‘haps din this fect we can arpive at one explanation of why onky;dne
of the ‘girls was able to assuwe the fuli weight of her moral respons-
dbilities« o

wid AT 1At THE DIFFRUENCE LN hlauuuTn uﬁ CHARACLTERT

There must be some explsnation for the differeuee in the
atrength of character and degree of allegiance di&@;a;ed by the two
young women when fusced by the same challenge. Coul& is be that
actuaily Urpdh did not have the same depth of religloua convicticn
ds/'did Ruth? v %hat made Orpah bturn her back on the aged Naomi .snd
her new found beliefs and return to seek her own seli-interest in
the savage country of her birth?







