i~
RUTH - Histery

SOJOTR TO MOAD « The soene is laid in Bethlchem of Judes, which is situated seme 6
miles south of Jerusalem, and alse in Meoeb beyond the Jewdan, bordering on and east
of the Dead Sea. During the reign of the Judges a grievous famine spread throughout
the land of Judsh., FElimelech, his wife Naomi, and thelr 2 sems, Mahlon and Chilten,
determined to emigrate inte the country of Meab beyond the Jordsn River, There seems
to have been no absclute necessity for this scjourn, Others continued to remain in
Judea and tided over the periocd of distress.

While it would seem that upon thelr arrival in Meab they were well received by
Eglon, the King of Moab, yet they did mot prosper. The 2 some merried dmughters of
Hoab, HMahlon, $he eldest som, married Ruth (scme writers sey that Ruth was the young
davshter of King Eglon), and Chilton married Orpha, Both wemen appear to have boen
model wives, Within 10 years, however, Elimclech and is 2 sons died ehildless, and
were buried in the land of Moab, Nooml was left in destitute ciroumstances. Her
heart and her spirit were broken, She felt that God had deserted her - the last link
which bound her to earth was torn sway. "The heart knowe ite oun bitterness., Thus,
apperently she is alene, What does the human hesrt dread more than to be utterly alomel
Loneliness, how ean we define 1t? One must experience it to lmow its resl depth.
Deduiney says « "King and priest, warrior and maiden, philosopher and ehild - a1l must
walk those mighty gallerics alome”, Naomi yearned for her old heme and the heme friends
and resclved te return to Bethlehem apain,

RETTIRE OF NAOMI WITH RUTH 70 BETHLUHEM - Necmi hed learnod thet Ood had visited the
people of Israel in piving them bread, Vherefere she set cut, with her 2 deughterse
inelaw as on escort, on her way to Judea. There was no thought cn her part of taking
Ruth and Orpha back to her native heme, It was under the impulse of effection that they
scocmparied her, Naomi was not auare, evidently, of thelr intention tc acecmpary her
8ll the way. To a clesrer understanding of this tireseme journey it may be well to ree
mind the resder of the irregular topography snd mountainous nature of this ccuntyy, Hew

home was on the esst side of the mcuntains, Trains or carevans of camels were the vehicleo

of transportaticn, What s eontrast to the trains, awtomobiles and airplanes of todayl




We can almost see them slovly winding their way up the marrow mountain path wntil the
top or pass of the mountain is reached, where they would naturally dismcunt. ILocking
down the descending slope of the mountains into the Jordan valley and beyond the Jore
dan inte the land of Judea and perhaps into Pethlehem itself, vhat a soene met thely
gaze, Those of us who have been sheent from home for a long time lmow the feelings
and wellings in the heart when we et in sigh of "heme, sweet home”, What else on
earth have we to compare with 1t?

At length Necmi turne to Ruth and Orpsh to expres to thess young wemen her deep
spprecistion of thelr faithfulness to her famlly, now desd, and t¢ herself, Then was
enacted the most dramatic scene of the story - when Naomi, addressing her 2 daurhterse
inelaw, saild "0o, return esch to her mother's house; the lord desl kindly with you, as
ye have desi ¢ with the dead and with me. The Iord grent you that ye may find rest,
each of you in the house of her husband.” She clasps them in a parting esbraed, but
they 147t up thelr volce and weep, saying, "Surely, we will retwrn with thee wnto thy
people.” A seccnd time she bade them go, and once sgain they sob and protest, "ind
Orphs Iddssed her mother-inelaw, but Ruth clave unte her.,” Neoml is deeply moved,
Orpha finally decides to retrace her footsteps, and Neomi saye to Ruth, "Behold thy
sister«ine<lav is gene back unto her people and wnto her gods, Retwn thou after thy
slster«in<law,”

Ruth was at the parting of the ways. It was o decisive moment, How seemingly alome
ghe finds herself, If she decides te¢ go with Naomi, she must give up Orpha, who had
been most dear to her, her kindred, friends snd country, Wuth a fimm and steadfast
rescluticn she in no uncertain langusge refuses to leave Naomi, Her resclve is cne of
the most unhesitating ecnfessions of love in literature. - "Entrest me not to leave
thee, and to return frem following after theey for whether thou goest, I will poj and
shether thou lodzest, I will lodges thy pecple shell be my pecple, and thy God my Ood,
Where thou diest, I will die, and there will T be buried; Jehovah dc so to mo, and move
also, if sught but death pert thee and me.”

Frem this point on, Ruth ccouples the central figure of the story. The journoy is
contimed, Moab is left behind, the Jordan crossed, snd at length, srm in arm, the 2
worldefamous friends reach Bethlchem, Thelr srrival produces scmewhat of a sensaticn,




but we do not find her friends moved by her penitence and grief. Again Naomi would
seem tc be alone except for Ruth,

GLEANING IN THE HARVEST FIFID - It was the begimming of the harvest time when Naomi
and Ruth arrived in Bethlehem, It was necessary that Ruth seek employment. She,
therefore, suggests to Naomi that she become @ gleaner after the reapers, gathering up
the fragments. This was a very lowly task, the humble place of the widow, the orphan
and the very pcor. In accordance with the then Jewish law, the poor had the right to
glean in anyone's fields., Morecver the cwner of the field must not gather all the
wheat and barley from the fields of grain, Ruth was toc proud to beg, but not toe
proud tc earn a livelihcod by henest work. So she started cut tc glean and came to the
fields belonging to Boaz, s man of wealth and influence. When he came up to the field
te greet the reapers, he was attracted by this young woman and said - "Whose damsel is
this™ The reply was that she was a Moabitish damsel that had come with Naomi out of
Moab, Boaz was perfectly sware of all that she had been to Nsoml, as well as her be-
lief in the Ged of Israel, and he trested her with the utmost ccurtesy end respect. He
bade her remsin in his field among his maidens and refresh herself at his feasts, which
she contimed to do. Ruth was astonished at the offer of these kindnesses. Then said
Boaz: "The lord reccmpense thy work, and a full reward be given thie of the Lord,
the God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to take refuge.” He brought to her
protective kindness, and saw to it that his reaspers left plenmty of barley gleanings,
Boaz represents the one grest quality of kindness., He is often spoken of as "Boaz the
Kind", After beating out, or flailing, what she had gleaned, Ruth returned home. How
pleased was Naomi when she mentiomed that it wes in the fields of Boaz that she had
gleaned, Then Naomi replied: "Blessed be he of Jehovah whe hath not left off his
kindness to the living and to the desd . . . . . the man is nigh of kin to us.® Thus
Ruth continued tc glean in the fields of Boas till the end of the harvest.

THE HARVEST FESTIVAL = Nacmi was greatly pleased and impressed by the extraordinary
favors shown Ruth by Boaz, She laid a bold plot to bring about thelr marriage, but
there were seemingly obstacles te overcome, The custom of the times on this point were
"A deep principle pervading the constitution of Israel was care for the preservation of




families, Hence the curious 'lovirate law' where a husband had died without issue, the
nearest brothereinelaw (levir) might be called upon by the widow to perform for her all
the duties of a husband, and raise up seed for the decessed. Here, however, there is
no brother-ine-lsw avallable; both the sons of Elimelech are desd, But arcund the striet
letter of the lsw hed growm up the more elastic ‘custom of geel'; the neasrest of kin
had a general duty to act as 'redeemer' (goel) for the unfortunste.”

After the harvest season was over a harvest festival was hold by the threshing
fleor, Each reveller would seem to have lain down near by to sleep im the open air,
Ruth did as Neomi directed, Through the darkmess she went to the plsce of the harvest
festival, ard after all ves quiet and Boas had fallen asleep at the end of a heap of
grain “she cmme softly end uncovered his feet and laid her down". When at midnight he
awoke he was startled and said "Who art thou? Her modest answer was "I am Ruth, thy
handmaid; spresd therefore thy slkirt over thy hendmaid, for thou art a near kinamen,"
Covering a woman with cne's mentle meant he would be her protester, 1.¢., he would
merry her, This was @ sort of proposal. Boas said sgain to her, *Fear not; I will do
to thee all theu sayest; for all the eity of my pecple doth lmow that thou art a worthy
voman, And now it is true thet I am @ near kinsmang howbeit there is & kinsman neerer
than I™ DPoaz's first thought was for the imocent young women, In order that mo
soendal might attach itself to the cccasion she went home before daybreak, previous to
whiech, however, she was given six messures of barley., Ruth related the whole convere
sation to Nacmd who was greatly plessed and sald "The men will not rest, until he have
finished the thing this day.” Ao Shakespesre says « "There is a divinity that shapes
our ends, rcugh hew them how we will,®
THE FOLLOWING MORNING AT THE GATE OF BETHLEHEM « It is clear, I presums, that Bethlchem
was a walled oity, It was at the gate where a great deal of the town business was
carried on and where legal decisicns were rendersd by the Elders, Boas arrived early
in the morning and waited for the nesrest kinsmen to come by, He hailed him, and in
the presence of 10 chosen elders, made lmown te him his business, "And he sald unte
the near kinsman, Naomi, that is come again out of the ecuntyry of Meab, selleth the
parcel of land which was ouwr brother Elimeléch's; and I thought to disclose it umto




thee, saying "Buy it before them that sit here, and before the elders of my people.
umimmn,mmmummsmmn.mmu.m
I mmy Ymous for theve is none te redosm it beside thees and I am after thee.” 2 grest
preblems were involved: the inheritance of Elimelech and the acceptance of Ruth as the
representative of the family of Flimelech., To Beasz's utter amagement, the nearest kin
was willing to accept the inheritance, Then Poaz replied: What day thou buyest the
£101d of the hand of Neemd, thou must buy 4t also of Ruth, the Mosbitess, the wife of
the dead, tc raise up the name of the dead vpon his inheritance,®

It 1s a Jittle diffieult to reconsile this statement with the strict "lovirate law
with the vague custem of ¥kindhip, DBut this utterance of Pees served its purpose. The
nesrest ¥in refused to redeem the irheritsnce under these conditicns and drew off his
shoe from his foot and handed it to Beasm, which was the accepted aymbol of eclesing the
bergain, and bid Boas redeem the land, Boas called the elders to witness this fact
that he had purchased the landed estate of Elimelech and that he had also purchased
Ruth to be hie wife,
MASRIAGE OF BOAZ AND RUTH « Boaz married Ruth and we have every resson to believe the
union was a happy cne, although Boss wes twice her ages There wes born tc them a sen
called Obed, and thereupcn Ruth became the ancestress of the house of David, It is
needless tc say that Neomi laid the ohild in her bosem and became its rurse, Thereafter
great, joy prevailed in this household, This story is the classic example of trus end
tried friendship between 2 wemen, It is often compared with David and Jemathan, and
Demon and Pythiss, It is the pessicmate icve of a girl for her mother<inelaw,




