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THE WIFE AND THE ROYAL ARCH MASON

With the gergeous pageantry of the royal court of Persia; the atmosphere heavy with
oriental perfumes snd on every side the sound of revelry and banqueting, Ahasuerus,
the most influential monaveh of all the East, was entertaining the nobles and princes
of s realn. For many days the royal palace with its courts and gurdens was decorated
with white, ¢reen snd blue hangings which were fastened by silver rings to pillars of
marble, At intervals throughout the garden were placed couches of gold and silver upon
a pavement of many colored merble, that those whe grew weary might reeline until rested,
Wine was served in vessels of gold, and rich viands were furnished in sbundance,

Hear the close of this "fesst of days" the Kiig, as if having reserved the most besute
iful spectacle until the last, sent and vequested the presence of Queen Vashti, that he
might show the princes and pecple the besuty of thelr Queen, for she wes exceedingly
fair to leok upon, Vithout one word of explsnstion the statement is made, "The Gueen
Vashti refused to come at the King's commandment.®

Theologians and comentators have written many peges in extemuation of Vashti's cone
duet, Some have lauded her behavior, declading that according to oriental custom it
would have been immodest for her tc have appeared before the King and his courtiers
without having her face covered with a veil. A noted Americsn divine has stated that
the King and hie nobles were beastly drunk and had the Queen complied with his meudlin
request, the very men who in thelr intexication demanded that she come, in their sober
memants would have despised her,

The text, however, gives no proof that the King was drunks on the contrery, he seems
to have had perfect control over Ms feculties; and certainly he exercised judgment
and discretion in his dealings with the Queen, He made no attempt te cempel her to
obey his request, but referred the matter to the wise men, those versdd in the laws of
the Modes and the Persiams, and requested them to determine the pemalty which should
be inflicthd upon Veshtl, acecording to law, After welghing the matter well, they assreed
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ing of the Queen's conduct, would refuse tc respect their husbends; the penalty assigned




was that Vashti come no more before the King and that her reyal estate be given teo
another thet is better than she, So Vashti passed out the pelace gates a diverced
woman, and search was made throuchout the empire for someone who should be her successor,

How there was in Shushan a certain Jew who had been earried sway from Jerusalem by
Nebuchadnesgar, snd his nsme was Mordeoai, Me had btrouwht up Esther, his uncle's dsughter,
for her father and mother were dead, and he had raised her as his cwn daughter., Vhen
&1l the young meidens tha$ were falr and beautifdl were brought into the King's house,
Esther was also brouwrht in smong them, "And the King loved Esther sbove all the women,
and she obtained grece and fevor in his sight more then all the virgins, so that he set
the royal erown upen her head and made her Queen instead of Fashti,” Esther's coronne
tion tock place L years after Vashti wes depcsed; during all the monmths in which she
had waited her twn to be presented to the King, her uncle's custom had been to walk by
the palace gates and imgulre as to how she fared, and he contimued the same practice
after she was made Quoen,

From this junoture in our stery the commanding presence of Merdecsi assumes move and
more importance - notice him well, my brothers, for he earries sbout him the bearing of
@ Royal Arch Mason, Up te this time he has played 2 subordinate part in this criental
drama, but his quiet dignity and immete supericrity forees him into notice,

Another prominent cheracter now comes upon the stage of action - Hamen, the Apagite,
by some unrecorded method insinuated himself into the Ring's faver, and was promcted
sbove all the princes and made prime minlster of the reslm, This high official, though
clad in princely robes, and riding a richly csparisondd horse, and carrying himself with
a haughty mien, was the very opposite of Mordecai; indeed, he belonged to that clase of
men lmown to the Masenic fraternity es profanes. ILike all persens of inferior mental
and moral endowments, he was inflated with pride by his sudden elevation, and arrogartly
exacted every obeisance due his exalted station, The palace servants, im obedience to
the King's ocomand, bowed the Imee before him and showed him reverence,

Mordecai was often brought face to face with the Prince Haman at the King's gate, but

ho neither bowed nmor did him reverence,
The fortunes of war had rendered the ncble Jew @ captive st the cowrt of a forelipn




nation, and though dependent for sustenance on the bounty of his conguercrs, he wes no
hypoeritical sycophant, fawming wpon the King's faverite, and seeling notice frem ene
whom he kmew to be his infericr.
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that he failed to notice the lack of chelsance on the Jow's part until his ettention was
called to 1t by his servants. Then he was greatly incensed and his low, mean nature
prompted him to lay plage for revenge.

Fow Mordecal had made lmown the very thing which he had chorged Esther to keep secret;
namely, his race and people. Them Hemen, hearing that Mordecal was of the Jews, was not
willing to wreak vengeance on him aleme, but resclved to put sll the Jews in the empire
to death, By soft address and flattering insimuations, he readily obtained the Xing's
consent, and had the death warrant of all the Jews in the entire Persian empire signed
by the King and vealdd with the Fing's own signet., And the edict was published throughe
out the empire,

Hordecal clothed himself with sackoloth and ashes and came near the King's cate,
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the evil which had been determined against them, and commanded her to make supplication
of the King for their lives,
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unwilling to displesse him, but now she had formed other ties and with them other
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was in the council chamber busy with the affairs of State, especially when he hed not
requested her presence,

It 1s easy for us to believe that Ahasuerus possessed the entire affection of the
young Queen, Why should e not love the man whe bad preferred her sbove all women?
Who during the S years which had passed since she was mede Queen, had proven himself
an indulgent King, @ renercus husband end a kind friend and companion, Vhere is the
woman who would not sieink froem offending one whem she loved and whe loved her? But
aside frem the fear of incurring his displeasure, a ohill of terror smote her heart when
ghe remembered the dread penalty should the King fail to extend to her the golden scepter,
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perish, I perishp
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turneth 1t whither oo ever He wily,» Abasuerus extended the gelden soepter ot once and
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in a pleassnt freme of mind, 2 would rendor him very amiable indeed}

Hamen came frem the Queen's presence highly elated at the honecrs shown him, but was
throun into a parexymm of race cn passing cut the King's cste beosuse Mordecsi, the Jew,
neither arcoe up nor stood avide for him, He basely resclved to rid himself at once
of the cme whose chavacter wae @ constent rebuke to his owm, so be had & gallows erected
for Ms exeoution, and went st cnce to obtain the King's comsemt, Put Mordecel « what
of him? Ve find hinm o811} sitting at the Ning's gate, sersne, calm in the assurence of
bis own interrity, Such s man too exalted in charecter to entertain swht of emvy or
revenge, he valued Hamen at his true worth, but he feared him not,

On the fellewing day Ssther mede lmwwn her request unte the King, He demanded ff the
name of the gullty party, and received the prompt answers "This wicked Haman," '

Ahssuerus seems t¢ have been 2 pocr observer of men, at lesst not reedily dlscerning
thelr true charscter; but be 1t medd to Ms eredit, he belleved the Quesn fmplicitly
and had Haman hanged at cnce wen the gallows which Haman hed tuilded for Mordoesi,
Then he resolutely set to vork to repair the mischief witeh Haman had dome., Ne granted
the Jews permiseion to stand for thelr 1ives, and they comuered their enemles and had
Yight and jJoy and gladness,

The Fing premoted Merdecel to the position of prime minister, and showed him honor
snd made him hs own trusted counmselor, Ome day under semtence of desth, clothed in
saclkeloth and ashes et the Eing's pate; the next, srrayed im royal robes and second in
pouer to the King, Yot Mordecal was as great befere as after his elevation, for true
greatness is an imward pessession and not dependent on ertericr accesscries,

With Ahmsoerus o3 nonsreh, and Mordessd preaster of Persis, history drops the eurtein,
But mey ve not imegine the Bing imguiring intc the Unseen Influense which muled Mewrdesails
life; if so, we ngy be sure he pointed him to the "Sowres of all wisdom « the Source of
all lght"

My Siaters, vhether as dewhter, mother, wife or sister, let us evoid the course of
Vashtd and emulate the example of Esther, Contrest then a moment, Pashtd, thinking only

of self, and dlctatorisl even to her veyal husband, Esther with s fimm trust in the Most
High Ged, Practicine self-abnegation an’ seeking only tc be Queen of hor husbend's heert




and homej yet withel still lovirg her cwn people so truly that she forms the link that
binds the 2 families topether,

' First of all, comit your way unto the keeping of an Alldiise Pather, for it takes
grest grace to live plessantly with scme people. if a 3 days' fast is necessary, try
it - but don't forget the effect of a couple of good dimners, And msy the peace that
passeth understanding, end the companionship of the Noly One of Israsl be your daily
pertion,




