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JAN CHARTER

From: "Mitch 'SKi' Duszynski - Ski*Net Enterprises” <skinet@ski-net.net>
To: <QOEStar@yahoogroups.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 24, 2004 1:05 PM

Subject: [OEStar] Old Weathered Barn

The Old Weathered Barn
(or WHY I DON'T MIND MY HAIR BEING GRAY)

~Author Unknown~

A stranger came by the other day with an offer that set me to thinking. He
wanted to buy the old barn that sits out by the highway. I told him right
off he was crazy. He was a city type, you could tell by his clothes, his
car, his hands, and the way he talked. He said he was driving by and saw
that beautiful barn sitting out in the tall grass and wanted to know if it
was for sale. 1 told him he had a funny idea of

beauty.

Sure, it was a handsome building in its day. But then, there's been a lot

of winters pass with their snow and ice and howling wind. The summer sun's
beat down on that old barn till all the paint's gone, and the wood has

turned silver gray. Now the old building leans a good deal, looking kind of
tired. Yet, that fellow called it beautiful.

That set me to thinking. I walked out to the field and just stood there,
gazing at that old barn. The stranger said he planned to use the lumber to
line the walls of his den in a new country home he's building down the
road. He said you couldn't get paint that beautiful. Only years of standing
in the weather, bearing the storms and scorching sun, only

that can produce beautiful barn wood.

It came to me then. We're a lot like that, you and L. Only it's on the

inside that the beauty grows with us. Sure we turn silver gray too... and

lean a bit more than we did when we were young and full of sap. But the
Good Lord knows what He's doing. And as the years pass He's busy using the
hard wealth of our lives, the dry spells and the stormy seasons, to do

a job of beautifying our souls that nothing else can

produce. And to think how often folks holler because they want life easy!

They took the old barn down today and hauled it away to beautify a rich
man's house. And I reckon someday you and I'll be hauled off to Heaven to
take on whatever chores the Good Lord has for us on the Great Sky Ranch.

And I suspect we'll be more beautiful then for the seasons we've been
through here... and just maybe even add a bit of beauty to our Father's house.

May today there be peace within you.
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May you trust God that you are exactly where you are meant to be.

"I believe that friends are quiet angels who lift us to our feet when our
wings have trouble remembering how to fly".

Brother Mitch Duszynski

-Worthy Patron (3rd time)
Hope Chapter #104,
Urbana-Champaign, [llinois
GGC

Ed Note Here: Brother Mitch - Sister Debbie
wanted that sent to her at "Her" E-mail
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OEStar@yahoogroups.com

- This OES Email List is dedicated to the memory of Glenna Walsh-Frost, of

Houston, TX. the first List Moderator,who originated the idea that we could all communicate
and learn from each other. It is an unofficial mailing list for members and friends of the
Order of the Eastern Star. Not all participants of the list are members of the order. This list

is not sponsored by nor do any of the posts listed hereon represent the opinions or directives

of any Grand Chapter or any General Grand Chapter.
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The list owner/moderator, Bob Parker, can be vouched for as a member in good standing by the Grand

Chapter
of Ontario, OES

To access the FILES section go to
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/OEStar/files/

To UNSUBSCRIBE from the list, send an email to

OEStar-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com
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Yahoo! Groups Links

<*>To visit your group on the web, go to:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/OEStar/

<*> To unsubscribe from this group, send an email to:
OEStar-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com

<*> Your use of Yahoo! Groups is subject to:
http://docs yahoo.com/info/terms/
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