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ESTHER
(If arranging a pagesnt, the banguet scene is the most important in the carscer of Esther.)
First Esther: One of the best lmown of biblicdl heroines is Esther, famed for her
besuty, heroism, and nobility of chsracter., Not only ameng her own pecple, whom she
saved from destruction, but by all who are familiar with the biblical and historicd
rcewd#f?mh'a noble queen, hor deeds are praised, Esther was a Jewlsh malden,
the foster daughter of Mordeecal, snd was chesen by Ahasuerus, ¥ing of Persia, to be the
successor of his former wife, Queen Vashti, whe refused to sppear at a banquet to which
he summened her,

Throughout all barbarous and uwnenlightened ages, woman has been held subjeect in tote
to the will of her lord, snd her husband, whether he be prophet, king or peasant, was
in reality her master, Any sttempt on her part to resist his autherity, or to declare
her individuel opinicn, was ecnsidered an outrage against the soversign autherity of
his will and dignity, and was just esuse for divorce, and sometimes even the severe
punishment of death, Her descent from the Jewlsh pecple was carefully withheld from
the king and his court, as Mordecal remested,

Second Esther: Esther was resred in refinement and in the strictest observance of the
rites and ceremonies of the Jewish religion. During her childhood she was designated
as "the lovely" on account of her gentleness and the peculiarly smiable traits of
charscter which she manifested, The charm of her society prew with her growth and
strengthened with her years, Throughout their subsequent captivity, which cecurred in
her early life, and through every trial and elation, she preserved the same cheerful
obedience and willingness to serve Mordecal, and his devotion to her was very great.
Purplé and fine linen, beauty and lwrury, had been the ccndition of their lives when
Mordeeal and Esther came tc¢ live in Shushan, the City of Ililies,

To the delicately nurtured, this reverse from affivence tc permury must have brought
disagreesble incorveniences, and psinful restrictions, yet like the luster of a splendid
diamond, whieh, though 1t may be covered with clay, still retains its brilliancy, their
qualities of rare virtue existed amidet the obscurity of bwoken fortunes, and thoir

lives were glorified by the performance of such deeds of goodness as thely intrinsie
merit dictated,




Third Esther: Shushsn, the eity of 1ilies, was the seat of royalty; it tock its name
from the vast quantities of this beautiful flower which grew around it; in the eity,
en the housetep, and everywhere there was rcom for the bulb to be planted, this rraceful
flowed flourished, Shushan as a roysl residence, wus like all other eitles in the Bast,
It had the usual admixture of pomp and pemury, ef gaiety and pegentry, military and
clvil, refinement and vulgarity, It is recorded that sbout this time the oity was fervid
with excitement and anticipation of an unsurpassed festival which would be given to the
princes and nobles, All the varied paraphernslias that the coffers of the roysl treasury
could afford, the taste of the merchents, the design of artists, end the ingenmuity of the
architect, were called inte requisition to besutify and adorn the pslace and its ecurte,
This wes the selting for the crama in which Queen Esther played the star role, when
she pled with the king for the preservation of her pecple.
Fourth Esther: It was at this banguet $o which Esther had invited the King thet she
diselosed to him her naticnality and relaticnship te Merdecai, and quoted the edict
which Heman hed issued in the king's name. Although the king wes argered, Esther's
me,w,mmeMﬂmm&mmmhw,sosppealedto
him, that he extended tc her the gelden scepter, saying: "What wilt thou, Queen
Esther, and what is thy request®™ When Esther told him how Hamsn, throush his envy of
Mordecal, had induced him to issue the cruel edict for the entire destruction of her
people, he became greatly argered, and had Hamen hanged on the gallews he had prepared
for Herdecai. The Jewish people were saved, and through Esther's timely imterference,
the day of desclation waa turned into cne of Joy and thanksgiving for their deliverance.
This festivel of joy and thanksgiving is held even to this day by the modern Jews,
vho ever homor the memory of Persia's noble queen, whof saved her people from destruce
tien, This is the Festival of Purim,




