[ife's storlies are 1ike patchwork gquilts which contain blocks
of brilllance and Joy. Cther pleces are of sorber hues which tell of
moments of paln and sorrow.

The lessons you have tausht at the several points of our star
are like Dblocks of thir quilt. Zome of the stories brine tears to
the eye, while others bring surgine pride anAd happiness.

You have shared our trachings with initiates who seek to find

a pathway through the labvrinth of 1ifr which will lead them to the

Fizhest of goals. Let us assume that this goal represents a beautiful
quilt. The completion of this quilt shoul?d be a glorious moment of

achievement.,

Whe bPlue block of Adah is a strong, hororable color. It re-
corbles The beauty of Jephthah's daughter, a4 child of love and hop-,
" brilliance of her short 1ife shines as a symbol of fidelity to
A4 spoker vow.  we are to be falthful to ourselves, to our sisters
and brothrors, to our country, and o our God.

The constant devorion and egentle humility of Ruth is sewn into
onroguilt with a steady, @olden glow of yellow. Her 1ife teaches us
trhat we must be steadfast, constant, and true, regardless of our nlac-
ir 1ife,

fhe shilning white piece in our quilt i1s as beautiful and onut-
standing as Lsther herse 1. Her splendid courage and loyalty sets gn
cxample which would be difficult to emulate. Qur cholces are not ac
cxtreme, but we too must he loyal to ourselves, to our friends, to our
cormtry, and to our God,

Green 1s a color which represents rerewal and rebirth. A trust-

ful faith i1s the answer to those questions which we ask ourselves about




the things we cannot understand. Marthats 1ife shows us that falth 1is
our key to rebirth and h@lps ns throush those hours of suffering and
trial. Iet us never omii the color green from our qullt nor let 1t
wrow dtm and faded,

Blood red 1s the block of @lecta, Hor heart, from which this
red flows, was dedicated to the service of her fellow man., Her gencrons
hngpitality and loving kindress are characteristics which we must
artempt to emulate if cur quilt 1is to show the red of this courageous
1oy,

“hank you for helpine vour f+1low sisters and brothers to plece
their quilts with the WonderTul teaschings of our order.

cach color is vital to the finished product Just as cach virtue
=gt be ryennlifled In our lives, look around you at your sisters
and brothers and know that we all appreclist» your years of service

04 gee the beaunty of vour own stitching.,




