THE ORDIR OF THE EASTRRY STIR
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L werldwide fraternal organizaticn, ths Order of the Sssyern Star, which is com-~
prised mestly of wemen and dedicated tc the peace, harmeny, and brotherly love symbol-
ized by the Star of Bethlehem, is widely active today in benevelence.

Mere than 5,000,000 arnvally is cpent for the maintensnce of hemes for older meme
bers and prosrams for children's aid and education. In some lccelities it acts Jeintly
with the Masonie fraternity in operating combined Lastern Star-Masonte hemes, orphanages
and other prcjects. Some of these projects are: Rehabilitation, training awards for
religicus leadership, oversess gifts, end varicus types of research, Total membership of
the organization throushout the werld is appreaching 4,000,000, It is said %c be the
largest "coed" fraternal order in existence,

There are very few communities of any size in the U, S. without 2 chapter of Eastern
Star, where wifes, mothers, sisters, daurhters, and widows of master Masons, as well as
Freemascns themselves, gather regularly and practice the characteristic precepts of faith
in God, lovinz -kindness, charity, truth, and lcyal ty tec kindred and friends,

The OZS rests upen one fundamental and supreme realt$: Cod, Every individual seek-
ing admissicn is asked tc acknovledze faith in God, The Order proclaims and practices
the unity and love of Ged and visualizes the ultimate unity and love of manind., It
teaches that Ged is Ieove and that all love cne ancther, act justly, be merciful, and
walk humbly before Him.

The General Frang Chapter has world headyuarters in its cwn Internaticnal Eastern
Star Temple at Washington, D. <. The Grand Chapter hes jurisdicticn over\hé statewide
grend chavters in the 7. Sey as well as 8 in Cenada, 1 in Fuerto Rico, and subcrdinate
chapters in Alaska, the Canal Zcne, Ghina, Japan, Cuba, Hzvaii, HMexico, the Philippine
Islands, and the Tukon, where there sre no grand chepters as yet, 2 other Jurisdicticns
in the US, those of New York - .2 vew Jersey, are indeperdent. « %rese Grand Chapters,
33 have educaticral lcan funds with assets totaling close to 85,000,600, No intercst is
cherged on lcarns to students until the recipients leave schiocl, end then the interest

charged veries with tle different Jurisdictions, but rcne as high as 5%, Host sre L%,
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There are also many cchelarships coffered. Many Crand jurisdicticrs jeoin with
cther organizalicne in their welfare projects, such as exchange of teachers +tc¢ and
Trem cther countriess; denations for rehabilitaticon in veterans! hespitals, aid to

children cf vetersns killed in “ar, upkeep of the Peace Garden cn the American-Csnadizn

+

vorder, =tc,

Leeal chapters held meetings rerul rly at which crgarization business is conducted
candidates iiitlated, sccial events plamned and carried cut, and the tenets of the
crgarizaticn put intc prazctice, On the elter of every chapter rcem during meebings rests
the opern Eible. 1o sister or brother is asked to surrencer her or his liberty cf
thouwrht., Persons of all creeds can gather arcund the altars of the Order and “learn
now tc ketter cet aleny with cne another,.mt

- Vhile the Order of the Zasterr Star wss started in Mississippi by Dr. Zob Morris
in 1850, the crisin of the idea itsslf, though differently expressed, will, liks Free-
masenry, always be shrcuded in mystery. There are comparatively few authentic records
available of the birth of the idea.

Dro Merris came frem & family of poets for 5 generations back., A native of a
Eoston suburb, he was educated in N. ¥, and became a scheclteacher and a lawyer. Early
in manhood he moved tc the South, married, and made his hcme there. He was editer of s
rewspaver, and president of several celleges.

The auther &f the Tastern Ster rituel ie listed as having published 7l volimes of
tasenic literature, in addition to the Universal Mescnic Library of 56 volumes and lyrics
and poems. Henerary membership is said tc have been conferred on Dr. Ylorris by sarme 700
Fesenle ledges. He was crowned poet laureate of Masonry by the N. Y. Grand Lodse on the

prepesal of Tebert lacoy in 189k,
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One ¢f Dr. “lorris! writines of 135} is provided by a scuthern histerian whe quctes
Pr, Morris as saying that he "spread abread the kncwledge of the Fastern Star . . . . in
border cormunities tc ladies in home spun; in cities to ladies in satins."® The same
writer asserts that Pr. Horris published a ritual in 1855 under which he organized bodies
ineun es Constellaticons, from which developed Families as they were called, and finzlly

the Eestern Ster. Not many years after writing the ritusl Dr. Morris journeved to



Palestine ratherin: material for lectures, previcus tc which he turned everything
connected with his fraternal werk over to Robert Macoy of New Yerk, whe was later
Grand laster of Mascns in New York, While overseas Dr., Morris became the firet master
cf Royal Solomon Ledge #1 in Jerusalem,

During the seversl years Dr, Morris was absent frem the country Mr, lMacoy prepared
2 ritual based cn the Morris versicn but elaberating the original with what has been
described as wordy additions. When Dr, dorris returned from Palestine he found a
"Supreme Crand Chapter" with headquarters in New Zork, headed by Robert ilacoy, and
discovered that there were several claimants to the authorship of Adoptive Masonry,
now the Dastern Star. The crganization was functicning in late 1868, with deputies
appointed in several parts of the nation. Within 8 years more than 600 ledoes of
Adoptive Mascnry were formed, But even before Dr. lMorris! day the idea of a fraternsl
organizaticn for wemen became manifest in seversal ways and localities,

Some writers, referring tc Adoptive Mascnry, cleim that it originated in Russia in
1712, but other authorities say that the Russian version was an "erder! in honer of
Czarina Catherine, and had no ccnnecticn with Freemasonry.

It seems certain, however, that Adcptive Hasonry was started in the 1700's, probably
in France, as was Female Masonry. Some students of early fraternal histery veice the
cleim that Masons accepted Lcdges of Adoption with "scme enthusissm" as a practical
means of giving their womenfolk the benefits cf fraternalism,

In 1774 the Grand Orient of France sssumed control of the Ledges of Adoption, and
set up rules and regulaticns with L degrees, A 5th degree was added in 1817. After
recognition of the Icdges of Adopticn by the Grand Orient, the lodges grew in pecpular=-
ity and membership. Some writers assert that these degrees, or similar ones, were
brought to America by French scldiers during the French and Revolutionary Wars.

With the passing of time, hcwever, Adoptive Masonry, Ccenstellaticns, and Families
gradually disappeared, But the idea of a great secret society for women lived on, and
it remained for Dr. Morris to come up with the nsme Eastern Star and to develop degrees

which became the basis for thode of the present day. Leter the name Order of the
Eastern Star wes adopted.



In an account of the establishment of the fraternity Dr., Merris is reputed to
have written: "From the Bible I culled 4 bicgraphical sketches to correspond with
the first L peints of the star® - Adah, Ruth, Esther, and Martha - which were illus-
traticns of L collections of wcmanly virtues. "The Sth point of the star" - Electa -
"illustrated the early history of the .Christian church.®

Cclors, emblems, and flcral wreaths avpropriate fer the 5 hercines, or "star pcints®
were designed for the specially initiated z2lone.

Mrs. Merris and a neighbtorhced couple beczme the first to receive the Bastern Star
secret werk while the parler of Dr, Horris! home was virtually that order's first
chapter roem. His heme is now meintained as a shrine,

The order spread rapidly thrcuchcut the U. S. and then to many parts of the world,
During this time, the varicus grand chapters s each organized tc heve jurisdiction cver
a state, adepted rules and regulations for their cwn gurisdictions, and it soon became
evident that uniformity throughout the entire order would be a desirable cbjective,

A gcneral grand chapter was deemed the answer. Organization of a body of that name was
effected at Indienapolis, Indiana, in 1876,

At that time there were 11 grand chepters in this country, 245 individual chapters,
ard 13,117 members, Thet same year the Grand Chapter of Massachusetts and the Grand
Chapter of Maine were crganized,

In addition to the General Grand Chapter, there are 3 other smaller sovereign bodies
in the Order of the Easterr Star, one of which is the Supreme Grand Chapter of Scebland,
crganized in 190, of which some members of the royal families are members, It has
Jurisdicticn over Sceotland, England, Irelsnd, Australia, India, New Zealsnd and Scuth
Africa, and meets twice each year.

The Independent Grand Chapter of New Yerk, organized in 186L, which uses the Macoy
ritual, and the Independent Grand Bhapter of New Jersey, organized in 1870, using a
ncdified form of the Morris ritual, are the 2 cther scvereign bedies,

The Rev. W. D, Engle of Indisna is cradited with being largely respensible for the

formation cf the General Grand Chapter, in that he apparently crystallized the plan and

practicelly guided the new bedy for its first decade or sc.,



The first Most Worthy Grand Patron was the Lev, Jchn D. Vinell of Missouri,

The Interraticnel Fastern Star Temple, s triensulsr shaped building, was crizinec!ly
the Perry Belmcnt mansion. Built in ¥Washincton in 1909 it had sttracted werldyide
attenticn for its design. It was purchased at a very favorable price from the cuner, 2
Master Mason who felt the Testern Star would care fer the building and retain its beauty.

The Temple wes dedicated February 2., 1937, In it is located the office cf the
risht werthy grand secretziy of the General Grand Chepter, fireprcoef wvaults centsining
the histery cf the Order, and a complete file of annuzl preceedines of every grand
chapter.,

In the larze recenticn hall cf the Temple is an oil portrait of Rob ilcrris., On the
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flecr is the sTwb~lle rug precsrtod L chnpters in China, 3 appropriately furnisued
suites are in the mansion, cne for the most werthy crand matren, another fer the umest
hy grand patron, and the third fer the right worthy grand secretary.

Cn the seccnd floor of the Temple are the grand ballroom with its rcd trocaded
walls and hend~cerved cak woodwerk; an equally lavish drawing rcom, and en Italian din-
ing room, the ceiling of which was brousht plece by plece from the Pslace of the Deges
ir Vernice.

Incther room, Xacun as the family dining rcem, has & celling described as "a beau-

tiful symbclic murel painted by Mrs. Bugerie D, 3Beugzstad, a member of the crder to-
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lenzing to a cherter in nearby Virciniat It depicts the 5 historical characters
menticned ir F-stern Star weork., These Bible characters are represented by firures
resting on an ethereal cloud backzround, The vhite clouds are painted over a blue
pase 1in such a manner thet they converge tc meke a central blue star.

Practical applicaticn ¢f Zastern Ster teachings, the keceping of the cormandment
civen by Christ Jesus to love cne another, the practice of benevclence, and the complets
setup cf the crzamization itself, ccmbine te indicsbe the prozress of members of the
order everyuwhere in erecting within themselves a fi:urative temple - a "house nct made
with hands.®

The everlasting bullding stenes of this Mouse are "living truth, charity, and

leving-Xkindness, ornmmented with a blue sapphire cf fidelity for Adah; a yellow tepaz
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of cernstancy for Tuth; s white diamond cf truth for Zsther; a green emerald of faith

Tor Martha, and a red ruby of love for Electa - a true temple of the Zastern Star.t
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