
OPEIHNG AlID REI1IHIIJG i.!.l\.RC::ES . 

by 

I~a tharinc C. Lovrrna.n , P r M. 

'N'.n.en ready to begin the nee ting, the Orr;a.nis t will be at 
t he in.stru:·.1ent v.rh::..ch is pla.cecl where most convenient in the ·chap­
ter r oor.1 .,. 

The lfarsLal enters follov,ed by the Associate Patron, Senti• , 
ncl ., 'Northy Pa tron., and the Associate Conductress , in the or.der 
gi;ven. 

Following the line of •. 1arch a.rou...'"ld the room ( as shown below, 
Ficure I .) the Marshal leaves eac::1 officer at hin or her stat ion 
when reacl1.ed, the la.st in line beinc; the first to leave it . (The 

_1.lar.Ab.a.l does not stop . in her r.ia.rch aro.u..Yld the roor1. ) 

The 1.:arshal closes the door behind her as she reenters the 
Preparation roan to take her place with the rest of the officers. 
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OFFICERS ENTER CIIAP':lER ROQ1'.;. 

'i'ho Worthy Patron now directs the Assocfatc Conductress t o 
invite the Wort:1.y L:atron and other office.: .. s to enter the Cha p• 
tc::." room , 

The Associn. te Conduc tros.s followi::-1c; tho diroc tions of tho 
Worthy Patron ( o.s given in the ri t1:.nl) tal~os :10!' :r::lace a t the 

__ head of tho north lino and t:10 o.:::'l'ic c..; :;:•s enter tho room in doubl e· 
file a s shown below in Fi0ure II . 
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1 . A. Cond T ! Cond A. P. 1. 
2 •• Tree.pas • • Sec'y 2 •• 3 Ch ! , Earsne.l 3 
4. Electa • T Lde.h 4 . 
5. Me.rthe. + T Ruth s. 
6 . Esther + T ·warder 6. 
7. A. Mat . • , W. H. 7. 

I l 

A. Enter . T}ie Co:1ch::.ctresses load the lines otrair;ht east 
to a line runnlng in front of the daj_s acrcss the west; turn sou.th 
and co to center of roon1; turn cast to one or two stops behind 
Es thcr ' s chair; turn bacl:- tc- back; lines part cmd ~o .south and 
north ruspectivcly to stand on the base of a large triancle formed 
on the west side of tho altar. Conductrossos stop 10113 enough 
for all officers to roach positions in tho line. (B) 

B. Officers , koopinG close to[;c thel' to i'orr.i uniform· straight 
lines; turn abruptly to follow side s of the triangle to its apex . 

C, At 11 C11 they turn abruptly - thla tLno_.b&ck- to- back -
and part to so on strai0ht lines north and. south sides ol' altar , 
then o&st to two or three stcpo pnst altar; turn squa~o corner 
to fc.cc in and co~o to.:;otllcr in t:-1e center of t~rn ro0m.. (D) 

D. At 11 D11 turn abruptly to follow sides of triangle , Conduc ... 
trusses turnin;_; to fa.co in, loc .. d their lines forward towards ouch 
ot~or to meet at center front 0£ room and fore the base of a largo 
tricnglc bctwco~ alt&r ane dais i~ tho E&st. (E) 

COLOR BEARERS . If you hc. vc Colo1" Bcarcr•s , .'.lnd if they aro por-
mi t tcd to on-!;or n9w, tncy sha2.l enter in the 1rn::,nn?r prescribed by 
your Grt..nd c:iaptcr. Si~.CC, t:10y do th0.30 thin;s di.fforvntly in 
different states, wo hesitate to glvc specific directions for all 
states since they ~:1i[;l1.t not coni'orr.1 to ycur rules o.nd regulations . 
(The officers shall gi vo tho flag so.lute - rir_;ht hc.nd over tho 
heart - nnd when the fl&g is placed in its r0cepticlo they nball 
repo&t the allegiance to the fJas . ) 

If the flag is r..ot porm:i. t tcd to be co.r::."icd into tho room, it is 
pla.cod in 1 ts posi tic::J. d.urin_:; the propc..rct.ion of t~10 room for the 
mooting~ 



Opening and Retiring r.!archcs 
Page three 

Mrs • Ka t.b.arine C. Low:iw1 

At tho prooont~Inc the .fc,Ilotv!nc 1'L:tr .. c upll of' oi'.fieors for 
tho opcninc r.1::.rch, as gl vcn in tho Ji tuo..:::.. is as follows: 

Asso. Cond . x 
Treasurer 

Cha.plain 
Elocta . 
Uartha 
Esther 

x 
x 
x 
x 
x ·.v.r.r . x 

.:-: Conductress 

x 
x 
x 
x 

Socrota1"y 
}'Iarshal 
Adah 
Ruth 
Warder 

The Ri t:.1al stc. tos : I quo to, "':::he c~1apto1, is :::i. t li borty to cln.bora to 
the fi~uro prcvidod t;10 a.bovs.; position is assumed by tho of -
ficol"'8 at t:i.10 clo:J e: of the :na.rch . And. further provided 
the. t tho lino be for:mo ~:l ci t~-ior L1sicio or cutsido tho chairs 
as sccmn n~ost convonic~1t . 11 

Conforming to thc~e in3tructions, the line of officers (E) 
led by the Associn tc 1:a tr·on 01i t:10 ne,:::-ith G.nd t:w ·.vortL:r !,;c. tron 

· on the sout!l, turn to 1'::co north :ud south ronpcctivcly and o.ro 
led to the required positions .. bolow. ( .:?ic;u::."o III. ) 

Fi[jurc III. 

·1 • .A:Jso . Cond. 
2 • Treasurer 
3 •. Chaple.in. 
4 . Electn 
5 . ~la.rtha. 
6 . Esther 
7. Asso . Matron 

1 , Conductress; 
2 •- Se ere ta.ry · 
3. Na.rsha.l 
4 . Adah 
5. Ruth 
6 . Warder 
7 . Worthy Entron. 
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A.P. 
The officers arc now in position to receive the order of the 

Worthy Pa trcn to tho Conductress to escort the )/ort:1y L:a tron to 
tho East . (As por ri tu:i.l.) 

'Nr.i.cn tbo Conduct1·oss rcac:1.os the side of tho ·~·lai>dcr , tho As­
sociate :.1a~ron ·\:111 ntcp backwards twc stops to pcrm:i.t tho Con­
ductrc.:ss (vib.o wlll turn to :taco north Y1hcn one stop po.st the 
Wo.rdor) ancl th.:i '.'!or•t!:1:r I.:~ cr01~ co ;,as z in fro:it of nor on their 
way to tho Eo.s·~. ·;,,ri-~cn the C.)I.lc.uctrcss and. tho Wort;hy r;o.tron 
havo passe:d her, t!,.0 Associc.to :.:o.tr0~:, s:10 s:1a.ll t~ko tv/0 stops 
f'or"1ard to her .former pos:t tion, tur:1 to,.1a.e(.c the south ar.d ad­
vance to posi ticn :1a:'..fr:ay betr1.rnr: Ect1,.c1· ;:u,-~ ·.va j_'de ... ', or to the 
poi:..1t halfi.;ay bctwoe11 w:v~:ce Gh.e &.Ed t~:.e '.Vc,~·t:1.'f L:a tron v;ere stand ... 
ing; turn to .Cace t!le eaot. 



r ... ;::,vu~n·.uai ·.r.t1.t.; .IUit'J.'.ttY , c..'1'.WH TO THE EAST. 

Figure IV. 
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When the.. Wo1~thy l':io.. tron gi V()D t:10 crd0r for tho officore to 
11 t::i.lrn their respective stc.t.Lon:J 11

, c:cc . they shc.11 obsorvo square 
corners o.nd str~.ight lines in 0oing to tnoir sto.tions in tho fol­
lowing m::mnc.,r. (Fie;uro V, ) l~-----· ···EcC wL{ ·· 
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Figure V. 

1 . ;'.,,ssocici.to Conductress 
2 . Tr0asur0r 
3. Cl:c..plc.in 
4. Elocta. 
5. i 1t:'-rthc. 
6 . Esther 
7 . Lssocit,to Hf'..tron . 
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1. Conductress 
2. Svcrotnry 
3. ITnrshn.l 
4 - Adn.11 
5. Huth 
60 WnrdGr 

iiecy 

Eloctc. ( 1) nnd I·Iar'tlio. ( 5) Y:hcn ovcri ni t:1 their cl:airs go 
directly into tboir chn.i11 s cmd st1.nd b(..sici.0 ·c~·1.0rr., Officers 1 , 2, 
3, 4 , 5, turn to face b~e east~ and Adah und ~uth (4 & 5 on south) 
also stop at tbeir stations ':,hen coLin[; evc:1. with them., The 
Conductresses face jn a .. ,d '.val!,: tovmr·ds oacL 0·c1,0r; meet in center 
?f room; turn i:,est togetb.et>, bacl,;:,..to- bacl: in front ~·f the al tar; 
north and south sides of alba1, turn wedt on side of altar to in 
front of stations tlien turn ncrth and south :eospectively into 
stations., 'rnrn towards center of roor:1 toge-cher and all are scat ... 
ed by a blo~ of tho gavel. 
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II. 

1. hsso . Conductress l. Conductruss 
2 . Chaplain 
:s . Tree.surer 
,J, . Elocta 
5 . Martha 
6 . Ea:blior 
7 . ~saocinte Fatron 

2 . ?:'lar sh1.l 
3 . Secrotgry 
4 . .. \clah 
!;) . Huth 
6 . Wnrdor 
7. t.s~ocio.te •fo.rro:r-

Esther to.kcs one 
stc '."") bacl<: from 
nido of her chair, 
turi:s ~ . and wal1 :s 
slowly bohlnd her 
c>ai:- in stra ight 
line to her placv 
behind J.tai--tha. 

Start : 1.rl10 '..'!orthy ~:Ia Lron sayn: ii Tho officol"•s v:ill rotiro in fol'lrY 
and sow1dn gavol . •rho Conduct:cossus start ni.'11ultnnoously . 
1l 1ho otho1' officers v:ai;; unt:i.l t:!1.0 1..-nd of lin·~ :'L'ias come: 
even r1ith ' .. -=-r ( or hiS)station b0for0 takine place on ond 
of tho l:i.no . 

Tho 1.'!orthy :1atro .. 1 and 1.!orthy Po. tron d.oGcond dais to sto.nd 
at cont\_ir Iront ~7hun the li::1.es turn to·.;~,X\.1 S ';ho on.st 
aftor pas:::ing oc.ch oth0r in t:i10 ".7oot . 1vlhor1 lineri moo·i.; 
at center front :i.n the <:n~st,. tho \.'orthy ~ .a.tr,)n ::ud ·;:or -
thcy Patron will t cic0 thuir plac0 bohind the Conductrvssos 
o.s tho line s l0ct.vo the 0n:::t in 1 0ll1)lc f'ilo as per i'i .re II. 
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HI1.TIGH SONG 
by 

Katharine Curzon Lovnnan, 

The following may be sung to the tune of ;i Onward, 
Christian Soldiers" , v1hilc the officers are :11arc:bing into the 
chapter room . (I:rLy be stmg by them; or by a solist or choir . ) 

Tune: ii Onward, Cr.!.l' i stian Sol dier s ;i . 

I. Cnvrard , faithful r.1cmbors, 
1'.larch into our hall ! 
Love is hero to groot you 
for it broods o'er all: 
Hore you learn the lesson 
Of f r aternity: 
How one hc8.v *n l y Pather 
Cares for you and me . 

Chorus Onward., sinters , brothers, 
Earchinr.; to tho J~o.st -
Whor8 our Star shines o ' or you -
~ay it bring you peace . 

II . Onward , sisters ., brothers, 
En-:or without fcnr; 
Hear tho faith ~f :.:artha, 
Wi pes mvay ~r:iur tears 1 
Cons tancy will n0vor 
Let J-ou loncso:.:-Jo be; 
i,-fhcrosoc ' v!' thou dwelloth ( or gooth) 
It shall go v,-i t:!:l. tho o 1 

Chor us Same as above . 

- - - - ~ 0 - - - - - - - - - - - -

OnY1ard, faithful :nc~nbcrs, 
Now your wor k is done -
Tur n your footsteps Ywstwa.rd, 
Tovrard t;1c sotti.r..g s-:.m ! 
May tho lessons taugh hero 
Load us all aright; 
Whil e God's love g00s with us - (or you) 
To our (or ;-,-our) homc. s to- night . 

Chory.s Onvrn.rcl ., fa.i thful r.wmbcrs . 
~arching to tho west; 
New the 07Efflin;; ' s ondod -
i ~ay :/ou eacL f i~d rest . (or , : Ia;; vrn each fir:d rest) 

- - - - - - - - - - END- - - -


