Life's stories are 1like patchwork quilts which contain blocks
of brilliance and Joy. Cther pleces are aof somber hues which tell aof
moments of pain and sorrow.

The lessons you have taught at the several points of our star
are 1like blocks of this quilt. Some of the stories brine tears to
the eye, while others bring surging pride and happiness,

You have shared our teachings with tnitiates who seek to find
1 pathway through the Tabvrinth of 11fe which w1ll lead them to the
ltwhest of poals. Let us asunme that this goal represents a beaut irul
qullt. The completion of this quilt should be a glorious moment. of
ackievement,

The tlue block of Adah is a strong, hororable color. It re-
sembles the beauty of Jephthah's daughter, a child of love and hope,
"hoobrilliance of her short 1ife shines as a symbol of fidelity to
a spoken vow. We are to be falthful to ourselves, to our slsters
and brothers, to ocur country, and to our God.

The constant devotion and Fentle humility of Ruth is sewn into
onr quilt with a steady, golden glow of yellow. Her life teachss us
that we must be steadfast, constant, and true, regardless of our plac~
in life,

The shining white plece in our quilt 1s as beautiful and out-
standing as ssther hergelf, Her splendid courage and loyalty sets an
example which would be difficult to emulate., OQOur choices are not as
exrreme, but we too must be loyal to ocourselves, to our friends, to our
conntry, and to our God.

GGreen is a color which represents renewal and rebirth, A trust-

ful faith i1s the answer to those questions which we ask ourselves abaout



the things we cannot understand. Martha's 1ife shows us that faith is
our key to rebirth and helps us throush those hours of suffering and
frial. lLet us never omit the color green from our quilt nor let 1t
arow dim and faded,

Blood red is the block of Electa, Her heart, from which this
red flows, was dedicateqd to the service of her fellow man. Her generous
hospitality and loving kirdness are characteristics which we must
attempt to emulate if our quilt is to show the red of this courageous
lady.

Thank you for helping your fellow sisters and brothers to plece
theilr quilts with the wonderful teachings of our order,

sach color 1s vital to the finished product Just as ecach virtue
must be exemplified in our lives. Look around you at your sisters
and brothers and know that we qll apprecint~ your years of service

and see the beauty of your own stitching.



