RIZE b
(frem the Hebrew, "Beauvty")

If we had nothing elee by which to remember her, the neme of Nuth would be rendered
ferever imortal by cne memovable sentence., Thet aftequoted sentence - a beautiful
blend of earnest entresty snd sclean pledge - is spoken Ly a daughter<inelaw to hep
mother-inalaw end 1s the example per excellemwe of that too rare type of devotion,

When widowed mothereinelav ond the 2 widowed deurhierseinelsw came tc the parting
of the ways at the berder of Judeh and MNeab, Buth kindly but firmly refused to turn
back: "Entreat me not to leave thee, or to return frem following after thees for
whither thous poest, T will goy and where thou lodpest, I will lodge; thy pecple shall
be my people, and thy God my Gedy where thov dieet, I will éie, and there Wil I be
buried; the Iexd do so to me and more slso, if aucht but desth part thee and me",

The devoticn evpressed in these moving werds outweighed s whole set of epncsing eire
cumstances, In her father's household in Moab, back to which she maturally would have
gone, there would have been fer her the cbseurs but sefe status of widow, with Jilmly
chance for re-uarrisge, Vith Neoml in Bethlehem, there was every promise of poverty
and hardship in the midst of a pecple whome resard for Moabites might barely approach
tolerance. Despite the oclose tie by marriage, Necml underrated her and plainly did not
wish her te go. To Muth's spoceh of deathless devotion, no word of grateful response
gets intc the record; oenly thdu: "When she sew thet she was steadfestly minded to go
with her, she left off spealing unto her", Ruth mansped somehow ¢o comfort hevself
with the silence that gave ccmsent,

Again, the mother-inelsw showed scant apprecistion of her when she did go, When
Nacmi's former neishbors gathered round the 2 wayworn travelers inguiring "Is not this
Hacml®™ rote her veply: "Call me rot Neomi, call me Mara, for the Lord hath dealth very
bitterly with me. I went out full, and the Lord hath trought me home again empty®, That
is to say, I had husband and soms when T went outy now I have nothing, Another kind of
mothereinelaw would heve been grecicus emcugh - and truthful enowh « to say: "I have
one comfort leftsy God has given me a good desughterein<law ¥

Stark poverty foced tham in Bethlehem. There was ne place for them in the homes of




Neomi's kindred, Every Febrew household contained wemen encugh for the househeld tasks.
In that primitive melety, too, no ocoupation outside the household was open tc wemen «
exeept @ very antlont one not mertioned in volite soclety, But by great geod fortune
mmamlem&tyatgmmmtmm%mmtﬁm. It wes the time
of barley harvest in Bethlshem, and the stray wisps of barley left by tho respers by
rizht belonged to the rlesners - the fatherless, the strarger, sand the pocr, Nacml wes
too aged and too worn by the journey just ended, so Ruth must glean aleme. The work
was not clly hard for her but hasardous. A widew, young and a stranger and barely
above the status of beggar, mizht well be considered the lawful prey of the reistering
horde of meneservants smong the reavers,

Why had she come $o Dethlehem? Why had this Jome young widow faced all these odds?
Bogsuse back in Nosb she hed found in her husband and her husband's family 1ife movel
end relisious ideale fimer than any she had ever Imown but no doubt in her finer meods
hod dresmed ef and longed for, To her, Naomi now stood for all that wes left of all
thats "Thy people rhell be my pecple snd thy Ood my Ged?, Then to herself she sald:
"My mother<in-law 18 in pocrer cose than I am: she hss mo longer husband and sonss she
hes no one but me P

At firzt muoh of this wes lowt on Naomi, Only after Ruth had become breadwimner for
them both did she seem to sense any advantage in having her abeut, VWhen the younger
women came home with shining eyes to relate the ccurtecus trestment she had received at
the hands of the ownsr of the fleld, the agile wits of Naemi, long umused, set to work
onee move, Boaz wos kinsmang he was wealthys he was eligibles he was evidertly well-
dispesed, From this time on a new sincerity is to be seen in Naomi's "My dauciba” )
Then she unfolded a plan for retrieving the fallen fortunes of her family. Ruth, lnov-
ing nothing of the local custems of courtship and marriage, and trusting her motheareine
law ecmpletely, follewed her instructions implieitly in a midnight encounter with Boas
3 of them, The fortunste outecme of this precaricus eccurtship left Boas determined teo
take with no delay the necessary legal steps to make Ruth the Moabitess his wife,

The story hastens to its happy conlusion, When Ruth Brousht fort|her first<bern,




the attending women sald to Neoml: m"Blessed be the lord, which hath not left thee this

day without 2 Minsman - and he shall be tc thee a restorer of thy 1ife and s nourisher of
thine old ege, for thy damghterin<lsw hath borne him - she whe is better to thee then

7 sone,” istery deee mot record Neomi's reply, but "she tock the ¢hild and laid it in
her bosom and beceme mwse to 48,7 And they cslled his namb Obeds he becsue the father

of Jesse, who became the father of David the ldng, who was in the line of amestyy with
Josus the Christ,




