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THE SISTER AND THE CERIST

In the town of Dethany there lived o family consisting of 2 sisters and a trother,
Tradition teaches that the brother was a Seribe of the law, and that the sisters were
the houseksepers and homemscers, Vhile they were probably the most influentisl pecple
of Bethany, yet they were of simple-minded, home<lteeping tendencies, snd would never
have been known to the werld had it not been for the distinguished Ouest whe frequented
their home, This Cuset was sreater than earth's rrestest sovereisn - His "semnless
coat” wae mere repal than purple,

At last the glericus dream of ancient philesophers and poets was realised, Thelr
sublime conception of the immcrtal gods dwelling smong men, parteking of man's nature,
and bestowing immortality upen the human race - the lofty conception of Hemer and Plato
“that an archetypel man, divine, yet human, would through calummy and persecution, the
scourge and the cross, reveal rightecusness to the world®, hes been realised in the
persen of Jesus of Nameveth., And yet of incomparably more impertance than this is the
fact that the phedictions of the Hebrow prophets concerning the Messiah have been fule
£1lled in every psrtioular by the princely Man of Galilee.

"Now Josus loved Marthe and her sister and Lasarus,” and as His eventful life neaved
its tragic end He seeme to have come more and more frequently to the heme of these
friends in Bethany. They in twn loved Him, and very beautiful and intimate was the
nh«ummm So sssured is He at all times of a welecme, so firm His
positicn in the heme, that He becomes more than guest, He becomes a member of the housee
hold, Only on this hypothesis would the overburdened, "cunbered” Marths be warranted
in bringing to Him the question concerning her sister which contained a convert thrust
at Him for scquiescing, if not being fully responsible for her sister's negligence,
when she asked: "lord, dogst Thou mot care thet my sister has left me to serve aleme M
This 1ittle incident proves in & very graphic mamner His intimate standing in the femily,
- and that they comsidered Him not only friend, but guide and counselor ss well,

When the brother was taken 111 1t was but natural thet the sisters should long for
the return of their absent friend, They knew His power over diseases, How by a word
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to see and speak, Surpassing this: &mmmmammmm
pulses of 1ife, Thus they knew that His power equaled thely need. But thelr friend
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was needful for them, matmuunmmmmmuwmmwm.
mmammwmwmmm-mmmm
silence, mmmmmmmwutmmmmmu
memmuumuuMm.-mummmm.w
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recerd. Yot, notwithstanding the faot that Christ was exleining the mest mmentous
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hadst been here, my brother had not died. ¥hile this statement proves thelr absclute
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had come to comfort the beresved sisters sew Mary go out hastily, they followed her,
thinking that she had gome to the grave to weep there, Jesus, seeing the demenstrae
ticns of grief on the part of those about Him, alse wept, "groaning in spirit, and wes
troubled.,” At His request they led the way to the resting plece of lagarus,

The scene wes the Judean hillside, with the great reach of blue sky sbove, The
central cbject was the cave with the stone leid wpon it, In the frreground stood the
Christ and prouped about Him H ic dusty, travelewern followers, They had s cuwht to
mmmmamm,mmmmm»mummﬂ;
failing in this, they all respended to the cell of Themas, who said, "let us slso go
that we mey die with Him," and now they clustered about Him, St111 nearer the persen of
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Hartha's shocked remomstrance at the command that the stone be removed frem the cave,
In the backpround, scme nearer, and some farther removed, were the Jews who had come
from the city to weep with the sisters. The strongest eonjecture uvitered by them was,
"Could not this man, which opened the eyes of the blind, have csused that even this
man should not have died™ DBut now that he had been dead L days, they evidently expected
nothing move than & fruitless wailing over the desd, Not sol lNHear the Master's brief
invocation, follewed by tle triefer commend tha' the dead come forthy then witness a
scene swrpassed but omve in the world's history, and that when the angel relled the
mm,wmmmmmamummawwmr
We can but dimly eonjesture the scene in the Bethany home that night,

Christ was never guilty of an inecivility, He always awaits an invitation, and was
never known to force His presence imto any heart or home,

There 1s a famous pleture by Holmsn Hunt, known as "The Iight of the Werld,® A
friend was locking at the ploture for the first time, JNothing escaped his cbservation,
The closed door; the tender, patient Christ; knooking, knocking at the closed doer, The
mumm,auwunwmwmauwmmum.m
the friend exclaimed, "You forgot the lateh string.” "o, no," replied the painter in
& reverent undertacn, "this door represents the human heart, The lateh string is there,
but 1t is on the inside. The heart is never opened But fyom within,* COhrist's oun




words corroborate this statement, "Behold, I stand at the door and lnock; if any men
hear My volce, and open the door, I will ccme in to him, and w41l sup with him and he
with Me,"




