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THE BLACK BALL

Much has been written and szid about the menace of the black bell, about the
reputations that have been besmirched, the tears that have been shed, and the hearts
that have been broken by its misuse, This is perhaps only toc true, but at the same
time we must admit that it is also our protecticon, and as such must be recognized.

Ir “investigating committees" were a little mecre careful in their labors and a
little more active in their investigations, there might be less use fer the "nega-
tive vote", and chapters might have less cause to regret the electicn of certain
members., However, it is not the "hcnest" casting of a black ball that disturbs a
chapter, but the ball thet is cast for spite or revenge or for scme petty perscnal
reason., It is difficult to understand how any member cf the Order of the Eastern
Star who has knelt at the altsr and taken our obligation can cast a black ball fer
spite or revenge, or to get even with any officer of the chapter. Yet such, we are
sorry tc say, has frequently happened,
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Investigating committees are appcinted in open chapter, and zn
cught against a candidate is ey only invited, but requested, te bring all information
to the committee, that they may make a reascnable recommendaticn tec the chapter. If
infermation is withheld, which the ccmmittee has no way of finding out, the committee
may unknowingly meke an erromeous repert, and the member sits back complacently and
casts o black ball, when it might have been aveided by giving the proper information
to the committee,

If, however, the member feels at heart that the applicant ie not a desirable per=-
son, and the reasen is Jjustifiable, then the member shculd csst the negative vote,
There are times, perhaps, when the member has @ just compleint that she does not care
te reveal even to an investigating committee, and in such case assumes the burden of
the vete, We are not prone te criticize this, but it is the "revenge vote", the
"spite ball®, that so demoralizes a chapter.

When the applicant is above reproach, when the committee has made a fair and com=-

plete investigation, and every effort to find ocut the standing of the petiticner,

and then some one casts a black ball because, forscoth, they did not like the cne whe




breught in the petition, or as one recently remarked, "she did not want the Worthy
Matren to heve too easy a time", or that the petitioner was a friend of scme one
else that "she didn't like", then we are prone to excleim that the fault does not
lie with the "black ball", but with the laxity in casting the "white ball.®
A member with no more honor than to cast a black ball for revenge or spite is not

worthy to be a member, and the "black ball sheuld have been used on her petition when
her applicaticn came in," Words are inadequate to express cne's feelings about things
like this in our beautiful Order, and we like these quotations from the Bible:

Let him that is without fault cast the first stone;

Do untc others as ye wculd that others should do unto you.

We would just like to add that the member whe is guilty of the "Black Ball" habit

is not worthy of membership, and the socnmer the chepter is rid of such an incumbrance
the better it will be.,

"Be not weary in well doing,"




