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Historical Marker on State Highway 17 

LITTLE RED SCHOOLHOUSE 

Richland, Mississippi 



Eureka Masonic Col
lege, at Richland, Mis
sissippi, now lovingly 
termed "The Little 
Red Schoolhouse" by 
Eastern Star members 
all over the world. is 
preserved b y t h e 
Grand Chapter of Mis
sissippi, O.E.S., as a 
shrine in honor of the 
Architect and Master 
Builder of the Order, 
Dr. Rob Morris, who 

Stairway to Dormitory conceived the idea of 
the Order while he 

was serving as the first Principal of the school. 
Records now preserved in the Department 

of Archives and History of Mississippi show 
that the cornerstone of the building was laid 
early in October of 1847 with public ceremonies, 
as a result of donations appropriated for the 
school: $400 by the Grand Lodge of Mississippi 
at its annual session in 1847; $1500 by Lexing
ton Lodge No. 24 and Lexington R.A. Chapter 
No. 9, added to the sum originally appropriated 
by Eureka Lodge No. 61, to make a total amount 
of $3,400. It was described as "a handsome brick 
edifice, 60 by 30 feet, and two stories high.'' 
(Freemasons Mon. Mag., December, 1847.) 

This same publication states that the ori
ginal name given the school was Richland Lit
erary Institute "now being erected in the flour
ishing town of Richland, in Mississippi," but on 
February 7, 1848, by Special Act No. 253 of the 
Laws of Mississippi, the college was chartered 
under the name of Eureka Masonic College with 
the power to confer literary and honorary de
gre"s. (Sec. 1 and Sec. 4, Chapter 253, Laws of 
Mississippi.) Robert Morris, who had been prin
cipal since 1845 of Mount Sylvian Academy, a 
school established and supported by the Free
masons in Oxford, Mississippi, was secured as 
the Principal of this new Masonic College. 

A report of Eureka Masonic College adopt~ 
ed by the Grand Lodge of Mississippi, as print
ed in the November, 1848, issue of the Free
masons Monthly Magazine, can be found in the 
Department of Archives and History of Mis
sissippi. 

Mississippians take justifiable pride in the 
fact that all phases of Rob Morris' great Ma
sonic career were begun in our state, as well 
as the fact that he was married to Miss Char-

lotte Mendenhall (May 26, 1841 ), described as 
"a daughter of one of the most prominent fami
lies in Mississippi." On March 5, 1846, he was 
initiated into Oxford Lodge No. 33, (All of these 
dates obtained from The Eastern Star, The 
Evolution From a Rite to an Order, by Harold 
Van Buren Voorhis) and on July 3, 1846, re
ceived his Third Degree from Mr. William H. 
Stevens, afterwards Grand Master of Missis
sippi, whom Dr. Morris described as "a Mason 
of considerable ability, burning zeal, and a 
warm advocate of Ladies' Masonry. In 1847, he 
conferred upon Mrs. Morris and myself the de
gree of Heroine of Jericho; and from him I 
acquired my first appetite for this whole sys
tem of Adoptive Masonry." (MASONIC TAB
LET, Vol. II, No. 7, November, 1873.) 

On October 21, 1848, Rob Morris affiliated 
with Mount Moriah Lodge No. 86, Black Hawk, 
and on November 9, 1848, took all degrees of 
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Royal Arch Masonry in Lexington Chapter No. 
9, Lexington, Mississippi. On May 26, 1849, he 
demitted from the Lodge at Black Hawk in or
der to affiliate with Pearl Lodge No. 23, in 
Jackson, to which city he had then moved. He 
was elected secretary of Pearl Lodge in 1850, 
1851, and 1852. He served as Grand Chaplain 
of the Grand Lodge of Mississippi in 1849 and 
was reappointed in 1850. The Grand Chapter of 
Royal Arch Masons also made him Grand Chap
lain in 1849. (Harold Van Buren Voorhis.) 

In an address at the Grand Chapter of New 
York, O.E.S., June 4, 1873 (Entire speech print
ed in the Nov. issue of MASONIC TABLET), 
Bro. Morris stated: 

" .... From France, Adoptive Masonry was 
brought to the United States by French officers, 

it is believed, during the Revolutionary War .... 
In the Eastern Star Manual, compiled by Bro
ther McCoy, the statement is made in the pre
face that, 'The Order of Eastern Star was estab
lished in the United States in 1778.' This is an 
error; it should have read, 'Adoptive Masonry 
was established at that time ... .' 

"When I began to write and lecture upon 
Free-masonry, I found this desire for ladies' 
degrees as deeply planted in the breasts of 
others as my own, and I was called upon every
where to confer such degrees as we had, namely 
--the Good Samaritan, the Heroine of Jericho, 
the Mason's Daughter, and others. They were 
all rather thin -- gave but little satisfaction -
barren in matter and inartistic in form, and I 
was convinced that something better could be 
made .... 

"In 1850, twenty-three years ago, I wrought 
out with all my ability, my idea of what was 
needed in this department, and called it 'The 
Eastern Star.' ... " 

On August 1, 1884, Dr. Morris wrote a "re
cord' of his connection with the Eastern Star 
under the heading "Origination of the Eastern 
Star." (Harold Van Buren Voorhis.) The follow
ing statements are excerpts from that record: 

"In the winter of 1850 I was a resident of 
Jackson, Mississippi. For some time previous I 
had contemplated .. the preparation of a Ritual 
of Adoptive Masonry .... 

"About the first week of February, 1850, I 
was laid up for two weeks with a sharp attack 
of rheumatism, and it was this period which I 
gave to the work at hand .... 

"So my Ritual was complete, and after 
touching and retouching the manuscript, as 
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professional authors love to do, I invited a 
neighboring Mason and his wife to join with 
my own, and to them, in my own parlor, com
municated the Degrees. They were the first 
recipients .... " . 

Mr. Voorhis also quotes Brother Morris in 
a statement made in 1877: "The degree called 
the Eastern Star .. is strictly my own origina
tion. By the aid of my papers, and the memory 
of Mrs. Morris, I recall even the trivial occur
rences connected with the work -- how I hesi
tated for a theme, how I dallied over a name, 
how I wrought face to face with the clock that 
I might keep my drama within due limits of 
time, etc. The name was first settled upon, the 
Eastern Star .... 

"I wrote every word of the original lec
tures and composed the songs. For twenty-eight 
years I have been communicating it as my own 
origination. I am the founder of the system, and 
no one can show any proof of its existence prior 
to 1849 .... " 

A historical marker, surrounded by a star 
in concrete, placed in the northeast corner of 
Smith Park, the block directly behind the Gov
ernor's Mansion in Jackson, points out the spot 
on which Dr. Morris' house stood, the spot where 
the degrees of the Eastern Star were conferred 
for the first time. It is a generally accepted fact, 
however, that the Little Red Schoolhouse was 
the real birthplace of the Order, since the idea 
of such an organization was conceived in Dr. 
Morris' mind during his tenure of office there. 

The building gains added historical signi
ficance by the fact that it was used during the 
Civil War to house Company C, 15th Mississippi 
Infantry, one of the first companies organized 
in the state. The regiment was noted for its 
heroic service throughout the war, serving in 
the battles of Fishing Creek, Shiloh, Franklin, 
and the Atlantic Campaign. 

The last session of school held in the build
ing was in 1958-59. On July 6, 1959, the Holmes 
County Board of Supervisors leased the prop
erty to the Grand Chapter of Mississippi for a 
twenty-five year period, with provisions for 
first option on renewal of the lease. Since that 
time, a cyclone fence has been installed around 
the property, and a pavilion has been erected 
on the grounds for use of the crowds assembling 
there in August of each year for a Festal Day 
picnic, which attracts hundreds of people from 
Eastern Star families in Mississippi and many 
others from neighboring states. 

The restoration of the Little Red School
house is now nearing completion, and the noble 
heritage of Eastern Star members in Mississippi 
will be perpetuated in the preservation of this 
Shrine, the Birthplace of the Order of the 
Eastern Star. 
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