Coldwater Chapter No. 1

“Oldest Chapter in the World”’
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Worthy I'atron
Sarah Marsh.. David Bovee
1. Charlotde MeCrea IN . David Bovee
Alma Manstield . INGS R R AL Hall
Dorlesea Purinton.. 1 )
Dorlesen Purinton  IN70..
Dorlesen Purinton  IN71.
Dorlesea Pu ton_ 187 Daviil Bovee
Euadorn 1, Hall . IN7S. 1. Mansfield
cudora k., Hall....._. IS74 . . Ao J. Foster
Fudora 5. Hall 1875 s A Foster
Alma Mansfield . INT6 N. Rosenbaum
Bovilla Merrill . INTT. M. H. Parker
Borilla Merrill. NTS. 1, H, I"'arker
Borilla Merrill ___INTO. M, H, Parker
Rovilln Merrill S WM. H. Parker
Josephine Fuller de 8, Conover
Harriet M. Parker.IN ciieeed)e 8 Comover
Harriet M. Parker 12 . . J. 8. Comnover
Marriet M. Parker I1NS4 ¢ 1 Fanning
Kudorn K. Hall. INS5 N. Rosenbhaum
Haryiet M. IParKer_INN6G. . . N. Roxenbaum
Mary ). (Conover U0 R, Hutehinson
Mary L. Conover.. ¢, R. Hutchinson
Mary L. Blackwell.. Chas. A, (Conover
Harriet Rose. .. . Chus, A, Conover
Harriet Rose. ¢, ¥, Fanning

Mansfield
..o M. Mansfield
.G. H. Taylor

June Conover. T. . Hilion
Junoe (‘onoever . e . . Hilton
BEleanor K. Merrillgs04.0 0 . . D. Sutton
Juno Conover 197 . DD. Sutton
Emma George INDG . D. Sutton

I~07.. .. .Chas, A, Conover
CERDNL ~H. B, George
LN o . H. B. Georze
C. N. Legp
I. B. George

Kmma George.
Emmu Howe
Juno Conover
Stella Pierce
Juno Conover

June Conover. ... 1902 s H, R, George
Junoe Conover.. . 1903 e Herbert Close

D ¥ Wimer.... 1908 Hervbert Close
Daisy Wimer....._.__ D5, G, ., Kleing st
Cora K. Brown 1906 H. B. George

Cora E. Brown. (907 H. B, George
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Worthy Matron Worthy Patron MOST WORTHY GRAND OFFICER
Yrx Cora I Brown... 1905 K, M. McElroy Jefterson 8. Conover, M. W. (7. Patron. 1886
Mrs, Cora I, Brown . 10 3 M. MceElroy

Mrs. Loln Keep (910, . Robert Phillips

Virn, Liola Keep RIS Clare Wise

Mrs, Lola Keep... 112 Clare W

Yirs, Lofa Keep..........
Mrs, Nellie Allen. 1914 o . LW, H, Simons

AMIE L Clare Wike PAST GRAND OFFICERS
g 0. E. 8. NO. 1

Mrs., Lena Gruner . 185 . AL I . :
Mrx. Lena Gruner.. . . ARG ... . W. H. \I Alma Mausfield, FPirst Assistant Chairman 1867

Mrs. Carrie Sweet. 1917 H. Alma Mansfield, Grand AMarshall

Mrs. Adelaide Tuitle . 191N M. Sim Alma Manstield, Grand Lecturer .

Mrs. a Burdick... . 1D H. David Rovee, Grand Viece-President. INGN

Mrs, n Rurdick. N A1) H David Bovee, Grand llecturer... . L INGH=TO

Mrs., ina Viner K23 H, David Turinton, Grand Vice Tresident INGH-TO

Mrs. Ima Miner. TR £ o ". David Purinten, Grand Secretary. LINTR-S3 ‘
Mrs. Nellie Looxe e B . Tudora K. Hall, Grand Treasurer. LINRTH=T6 :
Mrs. Nellie Loose.. . T LW, H. LBudora kK, Hall, Grand Conductress - NELEERIE .
Mrs, Muae Ly« LW, H. Dortesen ¢, Parinton, WW. G. President .. 1870-7T3 v
Mrs. Mae Ly e w. M. Dorlesea ¢, Purvinton, Grand Treasurcer. LINTG=TT )
Mrs. Alma J. Norton {927, W. k. Simons Dorlesen €1 nton, Grand Ada L INS3-84

Mrs. Beryl Gillette BRI WL HL Simons Dorlesca €, I® ton, Grand Chaplain. CISH4=05

Mrs. |q|iz."|,(.", Rowerman 1920 B W, H. Borilln Merrill, Grand Treasurer e ASTH=R0

Mrs. Hellen Renediet 1930 . Roland Benediet Borilla Merrill, Grand Conductress.. . ENS0-NL

Borilla Merrvill, Grand Asso. Matron .
Borilla Merrill, W, . Matron ..
W R, Worden, Grand Sentinel .
Josephine Fuller, Grand Warden L ISS3-R4

Jefterson S, Conover, Grand Asso. Patron._.. T1NN4-R3

Jefferson S0 Conover, W, (. Patron. i B ST

Married M, Parker, (Grand Conductre I8R5 -NG |
Harriet M. Puarker, Grand TRuth
Mary L. Conover, Grand Assao. Conductress
C, B. Hutchinson, Grand T.ecluver.........
C. B. Hutchinson, Grand Asso. Datron. .
Chax, A, Conover, Grand Asgo. Patron L ESHL-95
Chas, A, Conover, W, G. Tatron_.___.... . L LARO5-96
June Conover, Grand Organisto... .0 .1909=10




HISTORY OF THE ORGANIZING OF COLD-
WATER CHAPTER NO. 1

A preliminary meeting to organize an Eastern Star
Lodge of American Adoptive Rites was called at Ma-
sonic Hall April 18, 1867, by David Bovee, then
Master of Tyre Lodge No. 18 F. and A. M. of Cold-
water, Michigan,

The object of the meeting and the benefits of such
an organization were duly presented, and on motion
Mrs. L. C. Marsh was chosen chaivman and My, Mor-
timer Mansfield as Secrelary. A committee of five
ladies and three gentlemen was appointed to draft
a constitution and by-laws, and meeting adjournecd for
one week for committee to report.

April 26, 1867, meeting was again called to order by
the chairman and officers selected as follows:

Worthy President, Mrs. L. C. Marsh; Vice Presi-
dent, Mr. David Bovee; 1st Patron, Mrs. Aricl Pierce;
2nd Patron, Mrs. A. B, Dickinson; 3rd Patron, Mrs.
Mortimer Mansfield; 4th Patron, Mrs. A. McCrea; bth
Patron, Mys. D. B. Purinton; Secretary, Miss F. A.
Marsh; Treasurer, Mrs. John Hill; Conductor, Mrs.
George Numond; Guard, Mrs. N. Rosenbaum; Sen-
tinel, My. Mortimer Mansfield.

On motion the officers as sclected at this meeting be
the Charter members of Coldwater Eastern Star
Lodge of American Adoplive Rites.

At this meeting there were twenty applications
presented, among them being D. B. Purinton, Mr.
and Mrs. R. Allen Hall, and George Dumond. Il was
Brother George Dumond who later made our present
Masonie Temple possible, by leaving a legacy to the
Masonic Bodies, also to the Eastern Star, at the time
of his death.

The fee for initiation was made fifty cents for a
lady and one dollar for a gentleman, but this law was
soon changed and the fec for initiation made the same
for both lady and gentleman, fifty cents. Dues were
twenly-five cents a year, and Grand Lodge dues 10
cents.

On October 11th, 1867, a call was reccived {rom
Adrian Lodge for a convention, to be held October 30,
looking to the forming of an Eastern Star Grand
Lodge, and the names ol all the officers of Coldwater
Lodge were sent appendent to such call.

At this convention there were fifteen lodges repre-
sented, Adrian having the largest membership with
120, Fairfield second with 90 and Coldwater third with
72 members.

The several lodges were granted charters, the fee
being ten dollars for each charter. As granted they
were Rochester No. 1, Adrian No. 2, Coldwater No. 3,
Bronson No. 4, Constantine No. 5, Sturgis No. 6, and
so on, as lodges had been instituted.

By request Madina Lodge was chosen to exemplify
the work, and did so at the first meeting of the Grand
Lodge, but from that time on the name Madina does
not appear in the records.

Sister Alma Mansfield was Assistant Chairman at
the first Grand Lodge and Bro. David Bovee was
elected Grand Vice President.

Coldwater Lodge filled an important place in the
early history of the Grand Lodge. Having filled every
office in the Grand Lodge not once but many times,
how well and with what intelligence and zeal on their
parts, and others, who builded for us our present
beautiful Order the records show. On October 7, 8,
1868, Grand Lodge was held at Coldwater uand eight
new lodges had keen formed, but two of the first
fourteen Lodges formed failed to pay Grand Lodge
dues, and were not represcnted, Rochester No. 1
being onc of the number and was never reinstated.
At the eighth convention held at Hastings, Adrian
with several others failed to pay its Grand Lodge
dues, and the Charler was demanded by the conven-
tion held at Lyon October 4, 1876.

Rochester No. 1 and Adrian No. 2, being instituted
before Coldwater, now having been dropped by the
Grand Lodge, made Coldwater the oldest Eastern
Star Lodge in the Grand Lodge.

soldwater has entertained the Grand Lodge at four
of its early conventions, October 7 and &, 1868,
October 2 and 3, 1872, October 6 and 7, 1875, and
Qctober 10 and 11, 1883.

in 1879 the Star Lodge was rcorganized and the
officers were named as now—Worthy Matron instead
of President, Worthy Patron instead of Vice Presi-
dent, and the Star Points Ada, Ruth, Esther, Martha
and Electa, and two new officers, Associate Matron
and Associate Conductor, were added.
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At the Grand Lodge held at Coldwater October 6, 7,
1875, an amendment to the Constitution and By-
laws, to admit to membership in Eastern Star Lodges
the mothers of Master Masons, after a warm debate
was finally lost.

When Brother Charles A. Conover was Worthy
Grand Patron of the Grand Chapter in 1896, as a
compliment to Bro. Conover, and because of its being
the oldest Chapter, Coldwater Chapter No. 3 was
changed to Coldwater Chapter No. 1, and as far as it
is known il ‘s the oldest Chapter in the world.

On Nov. 15, 1876, at Indianapolis, a General Grand
Chapter was formed and an invitation was cxtended
to all Grand Chapters to unite to promote uniformity
of the work. Michigan was to send three delegates,
one of whom was Brother D. B. Purington, of Cold-
water. Convention was held at Chicago May 8, 1878.

The regalia worn by the members was the same
-as that of the Masonic brother. Later a star was
added in colors appropriate to the degrees, or the five
points of the Star. Coldwater Chapter has one of
these aprons among its records, also the complete
minutes of all meetings held cach month since its
organization April 18, 1867. It also has bound copies,
complete, of all Grand Lodge of Grand Chapter meet-
ings from 1867 to thc present date.

Sister Ella Culver was initiated into Coldwater
Fastorn Star Chapter February 25, 1870. She was
Secretary for seventeen years and was only absent
three meetings. She was made a life member April
%, 1918. Sister Culver has been a member of the
Eastern Star more years than anyone else in Michi-
gan, and as far as we know, in the world.

Brother Aaron P. Unangst also was initiated into
the Chap’er, March 24, 1870, and was made a life
member April 8, 1920.

It has been stated by some of the members of
Miriam Chapter No. 1 of Tllinois that their Chap-
ter preceded Coldwater Chapter No. 1, each being

Ne. 1 in their state; but from the History of
ths Order of the Eastern Star, by Rev. Willis D.
Y.ngle, we find that Michigan heads the list of Grand
Chapters, that Miriam Chapter was organized March
4, 1869, two years after Coldwater, and the Grand
Chapter October 6, 1875, proving conclusively that
Coldwater is the oldest Eastern Star Chapter in the
world.
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